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Faithful  Friends 
and  Faithful  Attenders 


The  subject  of  membership  is  often  a thorny  one  among  contemporary  liberal  Friends. 

Krishna  Seshan’s  “queries  on  membership”  and  John  MacKinney’s  responses  sug- 
gest some  of  the  sticking  points  (see  p.  6). 

Other  writers  in  this  issue  address  the  concept  of  membership  in  a variety  of  useful 
ways.  Inspired  by  a workshop  on  membership  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center,  Janet  Leslie 
discusses  her  realization  that  the  question  we  need  to  ask  is  not,  “Are  we  ‘good  enough’ 
to  be  Quakers”  but  rather,  “Are  we  willing  to  try  to  live  in  accordance  with  Friends’  faith 
and  practices?”  Robert  Griswold  humorously  considers  the  obstacles  and  hangups  that 
prevent  attenders  from  becoming  members. 

One  word  not  used  in  any  of  these  essays  is  “faithfulness.”  It’s  an  old-fashioned  term, 
one  frequently  found  in  the  Bible,  but  very  seldom  in  modem  conversation.  We  prefer 
neutral  words  like  “commitment.”  But  “faithfulness”  is  much  richer  in  meaning  than  “com- 
mitment.” It  implies  that  one  is  Filled  with  faith  and  trust,  and  hence  trustworthy. 

Faithfulness  is  a concept  that  took  me  a long  time  to  appreciate.  As  a young  man,  I 
could  get  pretty  worked  up  about  virtues  like  courage  and  love,  but  faithfulness  didn’t 
ring  any  bells  for  me.  Only  as  I grew  older  did  I see  how  important  it  is  to  “stay  the 
course”  and  to  remain  faithful  to  one’s  principles,  to  one’s  commitments,  and  to  those 
whom  one  loves. 

It  isn’t  always  easy.  Much  as  I love  being  among  Friends,  there  have  been  times  when 
I wondered  if  I might  not  be  better  off  as  a Buddhist,  or  even  a Methodist.  But  I am  glad 
that  I remained  faithful.  I am  also  glad  that  Friends  (and  God)  continued  to  have  faith  in 
me  when  I was  wavering  in  my  faith. 

Faithfulness  and  commitment  are  especially  important  and  needed  during  difficult 
times.  Although  early  Friends  were  not  concerned  about  the  formalities  of  membership, 
they  did  recognize  that  certain  individuals  were  committed  Friends  while  others  were  not. 
Faithful  Friends  were  willing  to  make  sacrifices,  sometimes  even  risking  death,  for  their 
convictions  (a  word  that  implies  a willingness  to  go  to  prison  for  one’s  beliefs). 

Today  we  are  living  through  another  period  in  which  our  faith  in  Quaker  principles  is 
being  tested.  It  is  therefore  worth  asking  the  question  posed  by  John  MacKinney: 

“If  I am  arrested  for  being  a Quaker,  can  the  charge  be  proven?  How  will  other 
Quakers  recognize  me?” 

Is  being  a Quaker  a matter  of  faith,  or  of  practice,  or  of  both?  The  couple  on  the  cover, 
Cornelius  (“Corny”)  and  Jean  Steelink,  have  been  involved  with  the  AFSC  since  the  1 940s 
and  were  practicing  the  Quaker  peace  testimony  before  I was  bom.  Yet  Jean  did  not  join 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  until  the  early  1980s.  Corny  has  still  not  joined  the  RSOF, 
even  though  he  has  been  a faithful  attender  and  supporter  of  Pima  Meeting  for  over  twenty 
years. 

Why  not  join?  I asked  him. 

“I  am  not  theologically  inclined,”  he  replied,  “but  I support  peace  and  like  what  the 
Quakers  are  all  about.” 

Fair  enough.  Corny,  like  many  others  among  us,  is  a faithful  attender.  If  the  authori- 
ties ever  get  around  to  arresting  Quakers,  he  will  no  doubt  be  included.  So  let’s  be  glad  for 
faithful  attenders  as  well  as  for  faithful  members. 


Friends  Bulletin  (USPS  859-220)  is  published  monthly  except  February  and  August  by  the  Friends  Bulletin  Corporation  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  at  3303  Raintree  Ave,  Torrance,  CA  90505.  Telephone:  310-325-3581.  Periodicals  postage  paid  at  Whittier,  CA  90601- 
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"Not  Worthiness 
but  Willingness:” 

What  Does  It  Mean 
To  Join  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends? 

by  Janet  Leslie 
Chico  Meeting 


I first  encountered  Quakers  when  I was 
16  or  17.  A high  school  friend  who  had 
grown  up  in  a nearby  Meeting  took  me 
there,  and  what  I remember  most  vividly 
are  the  faces  and  demeanor  of  some  older 
Friends  there.  I thought  that  there  must  be 
something  to  this  way  of  worship  if  people 
turned  out  like  them,  and  I wanted  to  be 
like  them.  So,  that  year,  and  in  my  college 
years,  and  later  when  we  returned  to  the 
US  after  Peace  Corps,  I attended  Meeting — 
I don’t  know  how  many  times,  but  I was 
shy,  and  didn’t  know  how  to  become  part 
of  the  community.  I thought  I just  wasn’t 
the  right  sort  of  person,  didn’t  belong. 

It  wasn’t  until  much  later,  in  Hong 
Kong,  that  the  commitment  and  inclusive- 
ness of  Friends  there  drew  me  in,  showed 
me  that  it  is  intention,  not  accomplishment, 
that  is  the  basis  for  membership.  In  my  ex- 
perience, membership  is  not  about  any  sort 
of  worthiness,  Quakerly  character  or  spiri- 
tual advancement,  but  is  an  expression  of  a 
continuing  willingness  to  take  this  particu- 
lar (and  maybe  peculiar)  religious  path,  be 
in  an  ongoing  relationship  with  this  particu- 
lar faith  community.  And  since  there  is  no 
general  membership  in  the  Religious  Soci- 
ety of  Friends,  this  means  a relationship 
with  a local,  human,  specific  monthly 
meeting... harder,  maybe,  but  more  real, 
than  belonging  to  an  ideal  community.... 

The  question  of  equality  comes  up  in 
different  ways.  Some  see  the  distinction 
between  members  and  attenders  as  divisive 
or  a formality,  and  inconsistent  with  our 
testimonies.  My  experience  has  been  of 
membership  as  a process  bringing  a per- 


son and  the  community  into  a mutual  rela- 
tionship. The  openness  and  transparency  of 
a membership  process  can  make  this  rela- 
tionship accessible  to  all  who  choose  it,  not 
just  to  those  who  have  more  confidence, 
are  more  “Quakerly”  or  who  have  quicker 
understanding.  It  provides  for  learning, 
mutual  knowing,  and  coming  to  clearness 
ina  supportive  setting.  An  agreed-upon  pro- 
cess provides  more  equal  access. 

Choosing  membership  means  (to  me) 
a willingness  to  practice  Friends’  way  of 
worship  and  decision-making,  to  be  ac- 
countable to  the  Meeting,  and  to  submit  to 
this  particular  discipline/discipleship  in  the 
company  of  these  very  human  people  who 
are  likely  to  disappoint  us  as  well  as  in- 
spire. And  the  community  takes  on  respon- 
sibility for  the  member  too.  I haven’t  liked 
being  accountable  to  my  Meeting,  but  I’m 
grateful  for  the  flattening  of  false  pride  and 
individualism  that  had  grown  up  in  me.  I 
need  Friends’  love  and  truth  and  eldering. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  too  that  the  spe- 
cial place  of  the  active  attender  can  allow 
those  who  don’t  want  to  be  in  the  member 
relationship  to  be  free  to  come  and  go,  or 
to  take  their  time  in  deciding  what  they 
want — but  as  Meeting  communities  we  fail, 

I think,  to  encourage  attenders  to  consider 
membership,  to  explore  this  Quaker  way 
together,  and  to  share  our  faith  and  prac- 
tice with  newcomers. 

And  what  are  good  metaphors  for 
membership?  Friends  at  Quaker  Center  last 
weekend  spoke  about  some:  Family,  cer- 
tainly— “Those  who  would  love  God  must 
love  their  brothers  and  sisters” — and  maybe 
adoptive  rather  than  birth  families.  My  fam- 
ily experience  of  adoption — bringing  in  the 
outsider,  family  as  love  and  care  and  com- 


Janet  Leslie  joined  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  in  Hong  Kong  in 
1978  and  began  attending  Chico  Worship  Group  in  1980.  She  has 
sewed  as  clerk  of  her  Meeting,  assistant  clerk  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, recording  clerk  of  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting.  A public  health 
nurse,  she  is  active  in  FWCC  and  A FSC. 
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mitment  rather  than  any  “natural”  affinity — 
makes  that  image  a powerful  one  for  me. 
The  agrarian  images  so  common  through- 
out the  Bible  may  not  resonate  for  many  in 
our  society  vines  and  branches,  trees  and 
fruit,  and  so  on.  The  community  as  a body 
may  be  more  helpful  in  discerning  our  own 
callings  within  the  community  than  in  look- 
ing at  joining.  Is  this  a journey  with  a pil- 


grim fellowship?  A lifeboat  that  comes  upon 
us  in  a stormy  sea?  A ship  with  crew  and 
passengers?  A fellowship  or  a discipleship? 
And  is  our  Meeting  a home  or  a hotel? 

“Like  living  stones,  let  yourselves  be 
built  into  a spiritual  house....”  A Friend 
shared  this  image,  from  1st  Peter  2:5.  I’ve 
helped  to  build  a house,  know  something 
about  roofs  and  walls  and  shelter,  but  I’ve 


never  built  with  stone.  Each  stone  would 
have  a particular  shape,  would  fit  into  its 
place  in  the  wall,  would  stay  put — the  liv- 
ing stone  equivalent  of  our  showing  up, 
maybe.  Walls  aren’t  just  for  keeping  things 
in  or  out— walls  can  hold  up  a roof,  build 
shelter,  make  a space  for  our  work  and  wor- 
ship together.  We  just  have  to  build  the 
doors  wide,  and  put  in  lots  of  windows. ...□ 


Membership: 

A Dialogue 
Between  Friends 


Art  (c)  by  Gretchen  McGarigle 


by  Robert  Griswold 

Mountain  View  Meeting  (CO) 

Scene:  Two  members  of  a Friends  Meet- 
ing converse  over  a cup  of  coffee. 

Albert:  So  we’re  going  to  have  a discus- 
sion about  membership  at  a special  meet- 
ing next  week. 

Annabelle:  Yeah,  I tried  to  head  them  off. 

I even  suggested  that  we  not  do  that  until 
we  had  read  four  or  fiveof  the  Pendle  Hill 
pamphlets,  but  they  weren’t  buying  any 
of  that. 

Albert:  I don’t  know  why  we  always  set 
ourselves  up  for  this  kind  of  thing.  We 
never  get  anywhere  and  half  the  time 
somebody  ends  up  with  hurt  feelings. 
There’s  always  one  person  who  is  trying 
to  mold  us  into  one  big  loveable  ball  and 
two  or  three  who  have  to  show  they  are 
such  rugged  individuals  that  they  can’t  be 
considered  apart  from  their  own  rugged 
grandeur. 

Annabelle:  Yes,  and  remember  there  are 
those  who  have  Question  Authority  on 
their  bumpers.  Those  guys  can  catch  the 
faintest  of  faint  whiffs  of  authority.  Even 
membership  in  Quaker  meeting  can  sniff 
like  cruel  oppression  to  them. 

Albert:  Ah,  yes.  And  then  there  is  always 
the  person  who  has  attended  for  the  past 
20  years  and  proudly  claims  that  they  are 
too  humble  to  ever  think  that  they  could 
ever  make  it  to  the  exalted  heights  of  ac- 
tually being  a Quaker. 


Annabelle'.  Generally,  I think  those  folks 
are  just  hoping  to  avoid  the  attention  of 
the  nominating  committee.  After  all,  we 
do  require  membership  for  some  commit- 
tees. 

Albert:  You’re  right.  (Pause)  Y’know, 
we  also  have  the  presumption  people.  You 
know,  the  ones  who  say:  “Oh,  I could 
never  presume  to  judge  the  spiritual  ex- 
perience of  another  person.  It  would  be 
like  presuming  that  I know  whether  they 
are  holy  enough  and  I couldn’t  do  that.” 

Annabelle:  I think  those  are  the  folks  who 
got  hooked  on  that  psychology  fad  of  a 
few  years  ago-the  “I’m  OK,  You’re  OK” 
group. 

Albert:  Yeah.  You  know  part  of  that  is 
defensive.  They  really  are  afraid  some- 
one might  someday  question  them  about 
something  they’ve  done  and  they  hope 
this  little  maneuver  will  keep  people  at  a 
distance.  Isn’t  it  clever  to  hide  under  a 
blanket  of  humility? 

Annabelle:  Yeah  that’s  a Quaker  favor- 
ite. (Pause)  You  know  there  is  bound  to 
be  someone  there  who  will  point  out  that 
we  have  to  declare  our  membership  list 
to  yearly  meeting  and  pay  so  much  a head 


and  that  we  are  already  paying  for  mem- 
bers who  have  disappeared  and  aren’t 
paying  their  way. 

Albert:  Oh  no!  If  we  get  sucked  into  that 
subject  we  can  forget  the  whole  thing. 
That’ll  get  us  into  what  to  do  about  the 
disappeared  and  someone  will  say  we 
can’t  risk  hurting  anyone’s  feelings.  I 
don’t  know  why  we  have  to  be  so  careful 
of  the  feelings  of  people  who  haven’t 
cared  a fig  about  us  in  five  years. 

Annabelle:  Five  years!  More  like  ten  for 
some! 

Albert:  Maybe  we  could  propose  a “stat- 
ute of  limitations.”  I understand  some 
meetings  have  them. 

Annabelle:  What’s  that? 

Albert:  From  what  I recall  it  is  where  ev- 
ery member  has  to  re-declare  his  commit- 
ment to  membership  every  3-4  years.  If 
you  move  away  or  just  decide  that  you 
don’t  want  to  continue  you  just  don’t  com- 
plete the  declaration  and  you  are  dropped 
from  the  rolls. 

Annabelle:  Boy,  that  makes  sense.  I think 
that  might  make  some  of  the  people  in  our 
meeting  who  have  just  been  coasting  think 


4 


April 2003  Friends  Bulletin 


twice  about  what  the  meeting  means  to 
them. 

Albert:  Yeah,  but  it  would  mean  you’d 
have  to  have  somebody  or  some  commit- 
tee in  the  meeting  take  on  the  job  of  send- 
ing out  a declaration  form  to  people 
whose  three  years  is  about  up  and  you 
know  there  would  be  some  who  would 
complain  that  they  just  forgot  or  lost  the 
form. 

Annabelle:  I wouldn’t  worry  about  that. 
I’m  sure  Quakers  could  find  a way  to 
make  a safety  net  for  the  slackers  and  the 
absent-minded-they  always  do. 

Albert:  ( Long  pause.)  Membership, 
membership,  membership.  We  always 
seem  to  get  stuck  when  that  word  comes 
up.  I wonder  if  we  just  have  so  much  un- 
spoken baggage  in  that  word  that  we  can’t 
get  around  it. 

Annabelle:  Umm.  ( Long  pause.)  Hey, 
I’ve  got  it!  Let’s  get  rid  of  that  word  and 
call  it  what  it  is — relationship!  Then  we 
could  have  relationship  clearness  commit- 
tees. That  really  is  better  anyway.  After 
all  a relationship  is  two-way.  I think 
sometimes  membership  seems  like  the 
person  is  joining  this  big  abstraction, 
Quakerism.  That’s  a bad  picture  because 
it  is  really  two-way.  The  person  is  enter- 
ing into  something  but  the  people  in  the 
meeting  are  entering  into  a relationship 
too.  There  has  to  be  a commitment  that 
goes  twoways. 

Albert:  I think  you’re  onto  something 
here.  Membership  gets  us  into  trying  to 
get  a perfect  definition  of  being  a Quaker. 
I think  Quakers  go  around  with  some  sort 
of  ideal  notion  of  what  the  perfect  Quaker 
might  be  and  then  feel  bad  when  they  and 
everyone  else  doesn’t  quite  make  the 
grade.  I think  we  sometimes  have  the  no- 
tion in  the  backs  of  our  minds  that  we  are 
supposed  to  be  saints  or  something.  I 
don’t  think  we  are  very  clear  that  George 
Fox  put  his  pants  on  one  leg  at  a time. 

Annabelle:  I’ll  say!  That  perfection  stuff 
does  get  in  our  way.  I sometimes  wish 
Fox  had  never  said  we  could  be  perfect. 
I think  1 know  what  he  was  talking  about 
but  when  we  turn  that  into  a notion,  it 
clouds  the  mind. 

Albert:  ( Long  pause.)  You  know  there  is 
a line  from  Isaac  Penington  that  I have 
always  liked  that  describes  early  Friends 
meetings.  He  spoke  of  them  as  “heaps  of 


living  coals  warming  each  other.”  And  he 
talked  of  Friends  “helping  each  other  up 
with  a tender  hand.”  Those  phrases  seem 
to  be  close  to  what  you  were  saying  with 
the  word,  relationship. 

Annabelle:  It  has  to  be  a relationship  of 
love  and  a mutual  relationship.  When  we 
join  a Quaker  meeting  we  are  getting  into 
a relationship  but  so  are  the  folks  in  the 
meeting.  It  wouldn’t  do  to  just  have  the 
person  who  wants  to  join  just  sign  up  be- 
cause the  people  in  the  meeting  are  get- 
ting themselves  into  a commitment,  too. 

Albert:  I don’t  think  we  always  do  a good 
job  of  making  people  in  the  meeting  aware 
of  that.  I know  in  some  churches  they 
have  a ceremony  where  the  new  member 
shakes  everyone’s  hand.  “Extending  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship”  is  what  they  call 
it.  I know  Friends  hate  ritual  but  some- 
times I think  our  lack  of  it  causes  us  to 
forget  what  we  are  doing. 

Annabelle:  (pause)  I know  you’re  right 
about  that.  I just  realized  that  I have  al- 
ways thought  of  clearness  committees  as 
helping  the  person  applying  get  clear.  But 
it  really  needs  to  be  seen  as  the  meeting 
getting  clear  about  what  it  is  getting  into, 
too. 

Albert:  Well,  what  are  we  getting  into? 

Annabelle:  It’s  a relationship,  but  what 
kind  is  it?  I can’t  help  feeling  that  if  we 
spell  it  out  we’ll  just  be  getting  ourselves 
into  a bigger  pickle. 

Albert : Hey!  I like  the  idea  of  everybody 
getting  pickled!  I don’t  think  Friends 
would  agree  to  that  though. 

Annabelle:  ‘Fraid  not.  But  it’s  true-as 
members  we  are  immersed  in  something. 

Albert:  Hey!  Maybe  that’s  why  Baptists 
dunk  people-to  let  them  know  they  are 
going  to  be  immersed  in  something. 

Annabelle:  Maybe.  I think  baptism  has 
more  to  do  with  washing  your  sins  away. 
Since  Quakers  don’t  like  the  idea  of  sin,  I 
don’t  think  we  could  dunk  them. 

Albert : {Long pause.)  God,  it’s  hard  to  be 
a simple  Quaker! 

Annabelle:  Well,  if  membership  is  a re- 
lationship, what  other  relationships  is  it 
like? 

Albert:  {Long pause.)  I guess  it’s  kind  of 
like  becoming  a parent  or  getting  married. 

Annabelle : What  do  you  mean? 


Albert:  I mean  it’s  kind  of  a long-term 
commitment  and  you  don’t  really  know 
what  you’re  getting  into.  I mean  you  re- 
ally don’t  know  all  the  things  that  you  are 
going  to  have  to  learn  or  learn  to  put  up 
with. 

Annabelle:  Are  you  letting  me  know  that 
you  just  put  up  with  me? 

Albert:  No!  No!  You  know  what  I mean. 
Membership  is  an  open-ended  relation- 
ship. You’re  in  it  for  the  long  haul.  Like 
in  the  marriage  vows  that  say  “for  better 
or  for  worse.”  You’re  not  just  in  it  for 
the  good  times. 

Annabelle:  Boy,  that’s  for  sure.  And 
sometimes  we  don’t  even  know  that  the 
bad  times  were  good  times  ‘til  after  we 
have  lived  though  them  and  can  look 
back. 

Albert : So  what  do  we  call  this  kind  of 
relationship? 

Annabelle:  Umm.  In  some  churches  it  is 
called  a sacrament.  It’s  a holy  moment  in 
our  lives  and  the  life  of  the  church. 

Albert:  Some  people  see  it  as  a contract. 
You  know?  They  talk  about  the  “marriage 
contract.”  I’ve  never  liked  that  though. 
That’s  way  too  business-like  and  legal  for 
me. 

Annabelle : Me  too.  I like  the  word  “cov- 
enant” better.  A covenant  is  a pledge-a 
promise. 

Albert : But  that  still  begs  the  question. 
What  kind  of  promise  is  it? 

Annabelle:  {Long  pause.)  It’s  a promise 
of  the  heart.  Membership  is  a promise  of 
the  heart  for  those  in  the  meeting  and  the 
person  joining. 

Albert : Huh!  Maybe  we  will  survive  next 
week’s  discussion  after  all.D 


*B lit  ton  by  Chuck  Fager 
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Queries  on  a 
Membership^ 


in  response  to 
Krishna  Seshan’s  article 
Friends  Bulletin ,1 1/2002,  p.  8 

by  John  Mackinney 

Berkeley  (CA)  Meeting 


thou”  attitude  is  fatal  to  true  religion. 


T.  S.  Eliot’s  poem  about  the  True  Church 
and  the  hippopotamus  can  help.  The  Soci- 
ety of  Friends  is  AT  BEST  a means  to  an 
end,  not  a justifiable  end  in  itself. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  queries 
that  suggest  compelling  reasons  for  mem- 
bership. 

The  queries  put  forward  ideals  of  behavior 
befitting  a member,  which  could  equally  be 
exemplified  by  any  good  person.  It  is  not 
consistent  with  truth  to  suppose  that  they 
describe  members  generally,  though  we  do 
have  a few  saints  among  us. 


Are  there  not  religions  and  philosophies/ 
movements/ “ways  of  being  and  thinking” 
that  need  no  membership? 

Yes.  No  membership  is  needed  if  there  is  a 
charismatic  individual  to  define  the  move- 
ment. When  that  person  dies,  will  the  move- 
ment remain?  Does  Christianity  as  we  know 
it  reflect  more  of  Jesus,  or  more  of  Paul? 

Was  not  Christianity  a way  of  getting  away 
from  the  ‘‘circumcision  of  the  flesh  to  a cir- 
cumcision of  the  heart,  ” etc. 

In  the  minds  of  many,  yes,  but  those  same 
people  formed  a strong  network  held  to- 
gether by  common  rituals,  beliefs  and  be- 
haviors. They  seemed  unable  to  avoid  set- 
ting up  hierarchies  of  elders  and  bishops, 
and  in  perhaps  three  generations  began  writ- 
ing creeds  and  excommunicating  each  other. 
If  we  truly  lived  in  the  Kingdom,  formal 
organization  would  be  irrelevant;  as  fallible 
humans,  we  need  a starting-point. 

Why  should  we  carry  external  evidence 
(membership  cards,  etc.)  of  our  faith  and 
belief? 

The  question  puzzles  me.  I have  not  heard 
of  nor  seen  Quaker  membership  cards. 
However,  I have  heard  that  during  the  Third 
Reich,  some  Christians  took  to  wearing 
small  steel  crosses  unobtrusively  on  their 
clothing  so  as  to  know  each  other.  If  I am 
arrested  for  being  a Quaker,  can  the  charge 
be  proven?  How  will  other  Quakers  recog- 
nize me? 

Does  membership  help  make  us  "good”  or 
"better”  people? 

Of  course  not,  unless  we,  acting  as  individu- 
als, make  it  meaningful.  The  “holier-than- 


Ifwe  have  members,  are  we  then  obliged  to 
treat  non-members  differently? 

In  my  experience,  it  has  occasionally  been 
necessary  to  (1)  explicitly  refuse  to  allow 
non-members  to  help  decide  key  issues,  and 
(2)  limit  (but  not  forbid)  use  of  “sharing 
funds”  by  non-members.  How  can  non- 
members bear  responsibility  for  the  corpo- 
rate actions  or  property  of  the  Meeting?  The 
fact  that  many  attenders  act  more  responsi- 
bly than  many  members  reveals  our  imper- 
fections but  does  not  (to  my  mind)  offer  an 
alternative  method  of  identifying  those  ac- 
tually responsible. 

Does  membership  require  belief  in  a set  of 
rules  or  a creed?  What  if  we  do  not  agree 
with  all  the  rules?  What  if  we  don 't  agree 
with  all  the  elements  of  a creed? 

When  I first  joined  the  Society  of  Friends 
in  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  (non-pastoral 
branch)  it  was  explained  to  me  that  there 
was  no  creed.  However,  to  accept  my  mem- 
bership they  needed  my  affirmation  that  I 
was  easy  with  the  testimonies,  understand- 
ing that  I was  not  necessarily  able  to  follow 
all  of  them  equally  but  that  I did  not  deny 
any.  At  the  time,  I was  engaged  in  work  for 
the  military  and  knew  I did  not  understand 
the  peace  testimony,  but  expressed  my  will- 
ingness to  be  open  to  it. 

"I  will  not  be  a member  of  any  organiza- 
tion that  will  have  me  for  a member.  ” (at- 
tributed to  Groucho  Marx) 

This  suggests  either  self-esteem  below  a 
healthy  threshold,  or  an  inappropriate  exal- 
tation of  the  organization,  or  both.  It  also 
suggests  that  membership  is  a kind  of  prize, 
and  that  acceptance  of  a new  member  is 
based  on  superficialities;  in  any  case  it  is 
not  a religious  attitude.  Perhaps  re-reading 


When  we  are  led  to  a certain  place  by  our 
heart  and  spirit,  how  may  we  proclaim  that 
we  have  ended  our  search? 

When  the  heart  and  spirit  are  ready,  they 
will  find  the  means,  and  the  proclamation 
will  be  insuppressible.  I cannot  imagine 
membership  as  the  END  of  a search. 

Is  membership  not  a special  relation  that 
we  enter  into  with  our  Meeting? 

It  certainly  is,  but  each  individual  will  at- 
tach a different  level  of  significance  to  it, 
and  so  conform  her  or  his  behavior  to  a dif- 
ferent degree.  For  most  Friends,  it  is  less 
meaningful  than  marriage,  and  for  many, 
less  than  their  career.  A meeting  that  tries 
to  put  the  same  specific  requirements  on 
every  member  will  not  last. 

How  can  we  be  considerate  and  compas- 
sionate to  those  who  feel  drawn  to  become 
members? 

I cannot  answer  this  most  disturbing  ques- 
tion, but  only  ask  in  return:  Without  com- 
passion, how  can  we  continue  dialogue? 
Without  consideration,  how  can  we  stay  to- 
gether as  a group,  whether  formally  or  in- 
formally? 

Is  there  a better  word  than  "member  "for 
expressing  our  deep  sense  of  belonging  to 
Meeting?  A word  that  reflects  our  spiri- 
tual and  philosophical  position? 

When  you  are  able  to  answer  this,  and  ex- 
plicate that  position,  I shall  be  most  eager 
to  hear.  Quite  a few  nominal  Quakers  do 
not  appear  to  seriously  consider  the  impli- 
cations of  “member,”  that  is,  being  one 
body.  (I  feel  the  metaphor  has  appropriate 
significance  without  the  theological  addi- 
tion of  “...in  Christ”.)  But  I do  not  de- 
spair, nor  should  you.  □ 
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Quaker  Meeting 
Through  the  Eyes  of 
a Visitor 

from  the  Corvallis  (OR)  Meeting 
Newsletter 

Hello!  I 7 n a 
to  meeting.  You 

cannot  know  the  reason 
why  I am  here  this 
morning.  It  may  be  as 
simple  as  a move  into  your  community,  or 
as  complicated  as  a personal  crisis  that 
leads  me  to  seek  strength  from  God.  In  any 
case,  I am  here.  And  I probably  will  remain 
here  and  come  back  to  visit  you  next  Sun- 
day and  the  Sunday  after  that.  If  you  will, 
do  something  for  me. 


By  Marge  Abbott 

Multnomah  Meeting,  Portland,  OR 

Several  years  ago,  the  clerk  of  Indiana 
Yearly  meeting  was  upset  at  Earlham 
College  and  its  Board,  believing  they  were 
not  upholding  Friends’  principles  at  the  col- 
lege. Yet  as  clerk  of  the  meeting,  he  was 
clear  of  his  obligation  to  listen  for  the  sense 
of  the  Meeting,  and  to  not  let  his  own  per- 
sonal opinions  shape  the  decision.  After 
prayerful  consideration  of  the  issue  by  the 
gathered  meeting,  the  clerk  wrote  a minute 
summarizing  Yearly  Meeting  support  for 
Earlham.  He  accepted  that  while  individual 
opinion  and  sense  of  the  meeting  may  not 
always  be  in  sync,  the  individual  should 
be  bound  by  a decision  made  in  the  Spirit. 
He  recognized  that  God’s  will  and  human 
will  do  not  always  coincide. 

Friends  today  leave  huge  discretion  to 
the  individual  and  to  the  gathered  group  of 
individuals  who  do  the  business  of  the 
Meetings.  Yet  we  are  not  a group  of 
“Ranters”  who  so  believe  that  inward  feel- 


Won ’t  you  please.  . .Speak  to  me  after 
the  Meeting.  I know  you  want  to  see  your 
friends  and  settle  that  piece  of  committee 
business,  but  if  you  do  not  notice  me,  I may 
find  it  hard  to  believe  that  you  do  care  fro 
the  “stranger”  in  your  midst. 

Tell  me  good  things  about  your  Meet- 
ing. I want  to  believe  that  I have  come  to  a 
place  where  people  love  each  other  and 
where  they  believe  they  are  doing  some- 
thing important. 

Notice  me  even  if  I am  not  “family.”  I 
don’t  want  to  feel  invisible  just  because  I 
am  unmarried,  a teenager  or  an  older  per- 
son. 

Talk  to  me  again  the  second  week 
when  I come  back,  and  the  third,  and  the 
fourth.  I am  still  not  part  of  our  Meeting 
family.  Please  don’t  feel  you  have  done 
your  “duty”  by  me  because  you  made  a 
point  of  greeting  me  the  first  week  I was 
here. 

Invite  me  to  become  part  of  some 
Meeting  group  or  activity.  I need  more  than 
worship  every  Sunday.  I need  to  know  that 


ings  are  the  only  guide  that  we  may  throw 
away  all  constraints  of  morality  and  human 
relationships.  The  Light  is  the  primary  au- 
thority and  we  struggle,  sometimes  alone 
and  sometimes  together,  to  know  how  to 
recognize  the  workings  of  the  Light  and 
what  that  might  tell  us  about  our  behavior. 
The  desire  to  act  out  of  Love  and  to  find 
unity  with  one  another  and  with  all  creation 
sets  powerful  boundaries  on  behavior  even 
as  we  tend  to  reject  rules. 

The  community  of  Friends  is  bound  to- 
gether by  God,  and  all  authority  flows 
from  God’s  Spirit.  This  is  a community 
which  is  adamant  that  each  individual  may 
speak  words  that  reflect  glimmers  of  that 
ultimate  authority.  In  so  doing,  we  at  times 
allow  individuals  to  carry  on  in  ways  which 
may  be  simply  irritating  or  may  be  damag- 
ing to  the  community.  Discernment  by  the 
clerk,  or  the  community  as  a whole,  is  a 
process  of  learning  and  growing  whose 
progress  may  be  uneven. 

For  guidance,  experienced  Friends 
draw  on  their  own  experience  in  the 
meeting  community  and  their  innate  sense 
of  right  ordering  and  the  guidance 


I am  accepted  and  affirmed.  I need  to  have 
people  within  the  Meeting  who  know  me 
by  my  first  name  and  who  care  about  me  as 
an  individual. 

If  you  can  find  it  in  your  heart  to  do 
these  things  for  me,  I will  come  back.  . . 
the  second  Sunday,  the  third,  and  maybe 
forever.  I will  worship  with  you.  And  I may 
work  on  your  projects,  teach  First  Day 
School,  share  my  spiritual  journey,  and  be- 
come an  active  member  of  your  Meeting. 
In  doing  so,  I will  find  my  life  immeasur- 
ably enriched  and  so  will  you.  □ 


of  the  Light.  They  also  draw  on  Friends’ 
tradition  as  expressed  in  Faith  and  Prac- 
tice and  in  other  writings.  A surprising  num- 
ber draw  deeply  on  the  Bible,  some  on  past 
Christian  training,  others  on  the  guidance 
of  other  faith  traditions. 

No  neat  line  exists  today  delineating 
what  is  “disorderly  walking”  and  what 
is  “walking  in  the  Truth.”  For  generations, 
Friends  could  feel  secure  they  were  in  good 
company  simply  by  seeing  one  another’s 
dress  and  hearing  them  speak.  The  Quaker 
“uniform”  of  jeans,  jumpers,  and 
birkenstocks  blends  into  the  world  even  as 


Discerning  the  Way  of  God 
through  Quaker  Process 
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it  continues  to  testify  to  simplicity  in  dress. 
Coming  to  know  one  another  is  the  great- 
est measure  of  who  is  a Friend  these 
days,  even  as  the  hope  that  all  people  will 
live  true  to  the  Light  Within  draws  some 
meetings  to  want  to  welcome  any  who  en- 
joy the  silence. 

Buddhism  is  attractive  to  many  people 
today.  The  emphasis  on  emptiness  reso- 
nates strongly  with  early  Quaker  under- 
standing of  dying  to  the  self.  In  the  17th 
century,  Francis  Howgill  spoke  of  the  cov- 
enant of  light  in  the  Cross  of  Jesus — not 
because  Jesus’  death  wiped  out  our  sins  for 
once  and  all,  but  rather  that  we  are  called 
to  die  to  the  self,  thus  entering  into 
the  cross  with  Jesus: 

And  this  is  he  whom  the  Father  has 
given  for  a Covenant:  to  bring  man  out 
of  alienation  to  himself  again,  to  rec- 
oncile man  to  himself,  even  by  the 
blood  of  the  Cross.  He  who  is  the  Light 
is  the  Covenant,  and  he  who  is  the 
Covenant  is  the  Light,  for  they  are  one 
in  him.  And  this  covenant  of  peace  is 
tendered  to  you  who  are  far  off. . . and 
so  in  the  covenant  of  life  abide,  and 
you  will  see  he  is  near  you.  . . 

This  gift  is  free,  and  offered  freely 
to  all  who  will  receive  it;  and  yet  you 
cannot  receive  the  gift  in  your  own 
wills,  but  through  the  denial  of  your 
own  will.  [Francis  Howgill,  The  Inher- 
itance of  Jacob  Discovered  After  His 
Return  Out  of  Egypt  (1656),  as  cited 
in  Gwyn,  The  Covenant  Crucified , p. 
100.] 

Reaching  beyond  the  self,  beyond  self- 
interest  is  one  sign  of  a person  who  walks 
in  the  Truth.  Standing  in  another’s  shoes, 
recognizing  that  the  world  is  ours  for  but  a 
moment  and  that  we  have  a heritage  to  pass 
onto  our  children  and  our  children’s  chil- 
dren— these  too  are  marks  of  Truth.  The 
Spirit-led  life  is  not  always  obvious,  but  it 
is  readily  discerned  by  those  who  have  the 
patience  to  wait  and  the  eye  to  see.  It  does 
not  always  fit  preconceived  notions  of  “ho- 
liness” or  “righteousness”  but  such  lives  are 
present  in  all  our  Meetings. 

We,  as  Friends,  seek  to  discern  Truth 
in  our  Meetings  for  Worship  for  Business 
by  seeking  God’s  way.  We,  as  Friends,  seek 
to  live  our  lives  as  if  the  City  of  God  were 
among  us  here  on  earth.  What  follows  ad- 
dresses what  this  might  mean  in  practice. 


God’s  Way 

Friends  manner  of  worship,  the  struc- 
tures of  our  meetings,  and  our  way  of  do- 
ing business  were  all  established  in  a fash- 
ion designed  to  open  the  community  to 
knowledge  of,  and  encouragement  to  live 
in  accord  with,  God’s  will.  William  Penn 
stated  this  clearly: 

...  it  is  not  opinion,  or  speculation,  or 
notions  of  what  is  true...  that...  makes 
a man  a true  believer,  or  a true  Chris- 
tian. But  it  is  a conformity  of  mind  and 
practice  to  the  will  of  God,  in  all  holi- 
ness of  conversation  [e.g.  behavior], 
according  to  the  dictates  of  this  divine 
principle  of  light  and  life  in  the  soul.[ 
William  Penn,  A Collection  of  the 
Works  of  William  Penn  (London,  1 726) 
vol.  II,  p.  781.] 

Our  roots  and  our  practices  are  shaped 
by  the  New  Testament,  and  can  best  be  ex- 
plained through  the  teachings  of  Jesus  even 
though  many  of  us  would  agree  with  John 
Lampen,  who  asked  “Does  God  exist  ex- 
cept as  a deep  potentiality  of  human  na- 
ture?” Lampen  answered  his  own  question 
by  stating  that  Buddhism  and  Jung  may  pull 
us  to  say  no  and  Christianity  says  yes,  but 
there  is  no  absolute  answer  possible  in  this 
life.  [John  Lampen,  Twenty  Questions 
About  Jesus  (London:  Quaker  Home  Ser- 
vice, 1985)  p.  85.]  Today,  liberal  Friends 
would  broaden  the  concept  of  “God’s  will” 
to  make  it  clear  that  it  is  a way,  open  to  all 
people  who  are  attuned  to  the  Truth;  thus  I 
speak  more  of  the  Way  of  God,  than  the 
will  of  God.  This  shift  in  language  also  makes 
it  clear  that  we  do  not  look  to  a God  who  has 
some  purpose  in  the  death  of  a child,  or  other 
tragedies,  even  though  something  right  and 
good  might  eventually  rise  out  of  such  events 
if  we  do  seek  to  live  God’s  way. 

Human  Will  and  Holy  Purpose 

The  words  of  Jesus  in  Matthew  7:21, 
24-29  are  a good  place  to  start  in  an  explo- 
ration of  what  we  might  mean  by  the  will 
of  God.  Jesus  said, 

Not  everyone  who  says  to  me,  ‘Lord, 
Lord,’  will  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  but  only  the  one  who  does 
the  will  of  my  Father  in  heaven.  . . . 
Everyone  who  hears  these  words  of 


mine  and  acts  on  them  will  be  like  a 
wise  man  who  built  his  house  on 
rock.  . . . Now  when  Jesus  finished 
saying  these  things,  the  crowds  were 
astounded  at  his  teaching,  for  he 
taught  them  as  one  having  authority 
and  not  as  their  scribes. 

Living  out  the  way  of  God  is  both  an 
ethical  way  of  life  and  a spiritual  way  of 
listening  and  responding.  Knowing  God’s 
way  involves  learning,  understanding  and 
practice.  This  process  nurtures  and  builds 
on  the  human  desire  to  be  loved  and  to  act 
lovingly  towards  those  around  them.  The 
words  from  Matthew  cited  above  come  at 
the  end  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  Jesus’ 
great  compendium  of  his  teachings.  In  this 
context,  God’s  way  is  about  humility,  mercy 
and  peace  making.  It  is  about  knowing  that 
we  cannot  worship  God  with  a clear  heart 
if  we  are  not  reconciled  with  the  people 
around  us,  including  those  we  see  as  our 
enemies.  It  is  about  not  lusting  after  that 
which  is  not  ours  and  not  placing  the  love  of 
money  above  the  love  of  God.  It  is  about 
prayer  and  living  in  the  spirit  of  the  law  rather 
than  simply  the  letter  of  the  law.  Doing  the 
will  of  God  is  a unified  way  of  being  and  liv- 
ing in  accord  with  the  perfect  love  of  God. 

Knowing  God’s  way  is  also  an  inward, 
spiritual  process.  The  gospel  of  John  speaks 
to  the  inward  experience  where  we  can 
know  the  Word  abiding  in  us,  sustaining  us 
and  guiding  us  in  all  things.  In  John,  Jesus 
is  also  clear  that  those  who  know  God’s 
voice  in  their  hearts  can  discern  when  oth- 
ers are  truly  speaking  out  of  divine  guid- 
ance and  when  they  are  acting  out  of  self- 
will  no  matter  how  pious  their  words. 

Then  Jesus  answered  them: 

My  teaching  is  not  mine  but  his  who 
sent  me.  Anyone  who  resolves  to  do 
the  will  of  God  will  know  whether  the 
teaching  is  from  God  or  whether  I am 
speaking  on  my  own.  Those  who  speak 
on  their  own  seek  their  own  glory;  but 
the  one  who  seeks  the  glory  of  him  who 
sent  him  is  true,  and  there  is  nothing 
false  about  him.  (John  7:16-18) 

What  does  this  mean  then,  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  business  of  the  meeting  and  in 
our  daily  lives?  Most  of  us  are  pretty  clear 
that  God — no  matter  how  we  conceive  of 
God — does  not  really  care  what  color  car- 
pet we  place  in  the  meeting  room.  Yet  meet- 
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ings  have  had  rancorous  discussions  about 
the  carpet.  In  my  mind,  this  brings  us  back 
to  the  ethics  of  Sermon  on  the  Mount  with 
its  emphasis  on  humility  and  reconciliation. 

One  job  of  the  meeting  clerk  (as  well 
as  everyone  present)  is  to  remain  centered 
on  the  matters  of  the  Spirit  even  as  we  deal 
with  the  most  mundane  of  issues.  Thus  the 
clerk  can  recall  us  to  the  worshipful  nature 
of  our  work  together  when  we  get  caught 
up  in  competing  tastes  or  conflicting 
notions  of  who  is  in  control.  How  we  re- 
spond to  one  another  as  we  proceed  is  an 
important  aspect  of  how  we  live  in  com- 
munity and  make  decisions  together.  In  our 
daily  lives,  amidst  the  bustle  of  work  and 
family,  a simple  mantra,  a prayer,  or  even 
recalling  to  breathe  deeply,  can  call  us  back 
to  the  center  and  shift  our  actions  away  from 
harmful  behaviors.  This  is  part  of  living  in 
the  way  of  God. 

When  we  are  focused  on  the  Spirit  in 
our  work,  we  learn  to  simultaneously  bring 
all  our  skills  and  efforts  to  bear  on  the  work 
before  us  and  to  hold  the  results  loosely. 
The  outcome  is  not  ours  to  control.  We  are 
asked  to  be  faithful  to  the  way  of  Love  in- 
wardly and  outwardly.  Some  of  us  may 
experience  the  voice  of  God  in  a personal 
way  as  early  Friends  did.  Others  of  us  may 


How  To 
Become  an 
Inspired  Clerk 

By  Jon  Prescott 

Eastside  (WA)  Meeting 

To  support  my  role  as  Presiding  Clerk 
of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  I re- 
cently attended  a clerking  workshop  at 
Pendle  Hill  facilitated  by  Arthur  Larrabee. 
It  was  an  outstanding  experience  and  one 
that  I’m  anxious  to  share  with  the  members 
of  EFM. 

Pendle  Hill  is  a Quaker  education  and 
retreat  center  in  Wallingford,  PA,  just  out- 
side Philadelphia.  It  was  founded  by 
Friends  in  1929  through  the  purchase  of  a 
seven-acre  country  estate,  with  a large 
house  and  beautiful  brick  bam,  which  has 
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respond  to  an  ethical  code  which  becomes 
more  and  more  deeply  internalized  as  we 
practice  it  in  our  lives. 

If  we  are  living  lives  in  tune  with  the 
Spirit,  we  will  be  drawn  into  unity  with  one 
another.  This  does  not  mean  that  we  will 
necessarily  agree  with  one  another  about 
any  specific  issue.  It  does  mean  that  we  are 
seeking  to  act  in  accord  with  the  leadings 
of  the  Spirit.  Upon  occasion,  one  or  an- 
other of  us  may  find  ourselves  in  disagree- 
ment with  the  meeting,  yet  see  that  an  ac- 
tion or  decision  may  be  rightly  made.  In 
this  instance,  we  must  be  willing  to  set  aside 
our  own  opinions  in  light  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  group.  Thus,  Unity  does  not  always 
mean  unanimity.  The  Clerk,  who  holds  the 
responsibility  for  articulating  the  sense  of 
the  meeting  may  at  such  times  offer  a 
minute — a statement  of  a particular  deci- 
sion— knowing  that  not  every  person  is  in 
accord,  but  feeling  it  is  right  to  proceed.  If 
the  meeting  agrees,  Friends  state  “approve” 
(or  in  England,  “I  hope  so”). 

At  other  times,  an  individual,  or  a few 
people,  may  hold  a strong  sense  that  a par- 
ticular decision  is  not  in  accord  with  the 
Spirit.  Another  responsibility  of  the  clerk 
is  to  find  what  is  the  nature  of  the  hesita- 
tion or  objection  and  to  open  an  atmosphere 


where  all  Friends  may  see  the  issue  with 
fresh  eyes.  Almost  every  meeting  has  tales 
of  times  when  they  had  reached  an  impasse 
where  no  one  could  agree  on  how  to  pro- 
ceed, then  “way  opened”  and  a new  possi- 
bility was  offered.  This  cannot  happen 
when  a few  people  are  convinced  that  only 
one  solution  is  right.  Being  in  tune  with  the 
Spirit  may  require  us  to  step  back  and  learn 
we  are  asking  the  wrong  question  alto- 
gether. Listening  beyond  words  may  require 
that  we  hear  when  our  motives  are  wrong 
or  our  perspective  is  too  limited  (or  too 
grand). 

Both  worship  and  the  conduct  of  busi- 
ness in  the  manner  of  Friends  can  do  much 
to  teach  us  how  we  might  better  live  in  tune 
with  the  way  of  God.  Becoming  conscious 
of  our  own  motives  and  recognizing  when 
we  are  responding  wrongly  to  the  expecta- 
tions and  pressures  of  people  around  us 
and  when  we  are  caught  up  in  our  own  ego- 
driven  agenda  is  a gift  which  can  allow  us 
to  move  in  new  directions,  act  justly  in  dif- 
ficult situations,  and  respond  with  the  hu- 
mility of  one  who  walks  with  God.  A final 
aspect  is  the  willingness  to  be  surprised 
when  God’s  ways  are  not  our  ways  and  the 
freedom  to  be  open  to  the  creativity  of  the 
Spirit.  O 


Jon  Prescott,  NPYM  clerk 


been  converted  to  hold  a Meeting  room, 
bookstore  and  offices.  Over  the  years, 
Pendle  Hill  purchased  adjoining  properties, 
and  the  campus  now  covers  twenty-seven 
acres  of  trees,  fields  and  buildings.  There 
are  three  libraries,  an  art  studio,  green- 
house, student  and  staff  housing  and  trails 
for  walking  and  contemplation.  Delicious 
organic  vegetarian  meals  are  prepared  by 
the  cooking  staff,  and  a grounds  crew  lov- 
ingly tends  the  property,  which  includes  a 


huge  beech  tree  believed  to  have  been 
standing  at  the  time  of  William  Penn. 

Into  this  environment  were  placed  44 
meeting  clerks  from  across  the  US  and 
Canada,  hoping  to  increase  the  skill  and  un- 
derstanding we  bring  to  clerking.  The  class 
was  facilitated  by  Arthur  Larrabee,  who  has 
served  as  clerk  of  Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting,  Central  Philadelphia  Monthly 
Meeting,  numerous  Friends  School  boards 
and  other  organizations.  He  is  an  incred- 
ibly gifted  man,  displaying  a unique  blend 
of  spiritual  depth,  practical  understanding 
and  energetic  fun.  His  facilitation  was  done 
with  such  skill  that  I frequently  found  my- 
self smiling  with  wonder  and  gratitude. 

The  attenders  were  no  less  inspiring, 
coming  primarily  from  the  East  Coast  but 
some  from  as  far  as  Alaska,  Canada,  Ten- 
nessee, Texas  and  Florida.  Their  participa- 
tion, comments  and  observations  were  con- 
sistently inspiring  and  raised  the  bar  for 
what  I expect  of  myself  as  a Quaker.  Some 
of  the  most  amazing  attenders  were  a group 
of  young  people  from  Friends  General 
Conference’s  High  School  program.  Their 
use  and  understanding  of  Quaker  process 
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gave  me  great  confidence  in  the  future  of 
our  Society. 

Arthur  led  exercises  and  discussion  de- 
signed to  increase  our  understanding  of 
Quaker  theology  and  of  how  we  can  use 
that  knowledge  to  become  more  effective 
clerks.  He  became  a student  of  clerking 
years  ago  and  collected  his  observations  in 
a file,  the  contents  of  which  he  offered  to 
us  in  a one  inch  thick,  very  rich  document. 
Some  of  the  topics  we  discussed  were:  Why 


do  we  conduct  business  as  Friends?  What 
are  consensus,  unity  and  “the  sense  of  the 
meeting”?  What  is  the  role  of  the  clerk  and 
meeting  attenders?  Do  we  have  a philoso- 
phy of  clerking  that  both  helps  nurture  the 
spirit  and  deal  with  difficulties? 

This  experience  has  transformed  me. 
Exposure  to  Friends  of  such  depth  and  skill 
combined  with  the  peaceful,  monastery-like 
setting  of  Pendle  Hill  has  changed  my  per- 
ception and  expectation  of  Quaker  practice. 


I hope  that  Eastside  Friends  Meeting  will 
consider  sending  our  members  on  retreats 
such  as  this.  Workshop  attenders  benefit 
through  increased  depth  and  understanding, 
and  the  Meeting  benefits  when  attenders 
return  with  skills  that  support  the  Meeting’s 
spirit  and  conduct  of  business.  Skillful 
clerking  leads  to  more  satisfaction,  joy  and 
confidence  in  our  Quaker  process,  reward- 
ing everyone  with  deeper  spiritual 
communion.  □ 


Photo  by  Cornelius  Steelink 


"Hidden  in  Plain 
View”: 

Story  of  a Peace 
Quilt 

By  Cornelius  Steelink 
Pima  Meeting,  Tucson,  AZ 

J Tidden  in  Plain  View  is  a recently  pub- 
JL  J.  lished  book  that  describes  how  quilts 
were  used  by  the  Quakers  and  African 
American  slaves  to  operate  the  Under- 
ground Railroad.  Quilts  had  designs  which 
contained  secret  codes  to  guide  slaves  (Un- 
derground Railroad  Quilt  Code).  They  were 
displayed  in  windows  of  safe  houses  along 
the  Railroad  to  guide  or  warn  escaping 
slaves. 

Jean  Steelink  was  a longtime  Pima 
Meeting  Friend,  and  a longtime  quilter.  One 
of  her  quilts  was  “hidden”  for  a long  time 
until  it  was  finally  displayed  at  Swarthmore 
College  last  year.  It  has  a special  message 
honoring  conscientious  objectors  to  WWII. 
Here  is  the  story  of  that  quilt. 

Since  1950,  a group  of  50  WWII  con- 
scientious objectors  of  Civilian  Public  Ser- 
vice Camp  98  (CPS  98)  have  held  ten  re- 
unions. Along  with  their  wives,  these  re- 
unions have  been  occasions  for  reliving 
mutual  experiences,  telling  tall  tales,  social- 
izing and  sight-seeing.  The  1989  reunion 
had  a separate  women’s  meeting.  At  that 
meeting,  Jean  Steelink  suggested  that  a quilt 
be  created  to  commemorate  the  services  of 
the  men  in  CPS  98,  and  pay  tribute  to  their 
witness.  The  design  would  be  a traditional 
crazy  quilt,  and  would  contain  50  squares. 
Each  square  would  represent  the  unique 
character  of  the  individual  conscientious 
objector.  Jean  agreed  to  design  and  orga- 
nize the  quilt  project.  Each  other  woman 


agreed  to  supply  a fabric  square  with  a 
drawing  or  script  depicting  her  husband’s 
contribution. 

It  was  a monumental  logistic  undertak- 
ing, but  Jean  was  a great  organizer.  By 
1992,  the  quilt  was  completed  and  pre- 
sented to  the  reunion  in  Asilomar,  Califor- 
nia. The  next  question  arose:  what  to  do 
with  the  quilt?  For  a period  of  six  months, 
it  was  passed  around  to  the  families  of  CPS 
98,  and  their  church  groups,  and  then  it  was 
stored  in  the  home  of  one  of  the  wives. 
There  it  remained  “hidden”  for  8 years. 

Jean  Steelink  passed  away  on  May  1 8, 
2001.  Some  time  after  that  day,  I told  this 
story  to  Edie  Ferrell,  a retired  librarian.  She 
immediately  suggested  that  the  quilt  de- 
served to  be  placed  in  the  Peace  Collec- 
tion of  Swarthmore  College,  Pennsylvania. 
It  has  the  largest  collection  of  artifacts  and 
literature  of  WWII  c.o.s  in  the  world.  I 
wrote  to  the  Swarthmore  librarian  and  got 
a wonderful  reply  in  September  200 1 . “We 


would  be  very  interested  in  adding  the 
lovely  quilt  made  by  CPS  wives  to  our  col- 
lection. What  a wonderful  tribute  these 
women  have  made  to  Unit  98.” 

On  March  27, 2002,  the  Peace  Collec- 
tion of  Swarthmore  College  held  a semi- 
nar on  the  experiences  of  the  CPS  men  dur- 
ing WWII.  Many  artifacts,  photos  and 
records  were  on  display.  But  the  main  fea- 
ture was  the  CPS  98  quilt,  prominently  dis- 
played on  the  McCabe  Library  wall. 

Seeing  the  Quilt  at  Swarthmore 

In  the  spring  of  2002  I went  to 
Swarthmore  College  to  see  Jean’s  quilt.  Just 
as  I had  dreamed,  I found  it  at  the  head  of 
the  main  staircase  in  McCabe  Library.  It 
was  beautifully  hung.  It  had  been  hanging 
there  since  March  1,  2002.  As  I stood  at 
the  bottom  of  the  stairs  gazing  at  the  quilt, 

“Peace  Quilt,  ” continued  on  page  22 
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Directory  of  Western  Quaker  Meetings  and  Worship  Groups 


An  updated  list  can  be  found  online  at 
westernquaker.net/directory.htm.  Please  inform 
editor  of  changes  by  contacting  him  at 
friendsbul@aol.com  or 
3303  Raintree,  Torrance  CA  90505. 

Arizona 

Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting.  Lisa  Hobson,  Clerk. 
406  Alameda  Dr,  Tempe,  AZ  85282-3721 . 480-804- 
1222.  Iisa1206@aol.com 
Cochise  (see  McNeal). 

Flagstaff— Flagstaff  MM:  worship  Sundays  10  AM. 
First  Day  School.  Pam  Garcia,  Clerk.  402  South  Bea- 
ver Street,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86001.  520-779-0137. 
Pamorama@uneedspeed.net.  Children’s  program. 
Handicapped  accessible. 

McNeal:  Cochise  WG  (under  the  care  of  Pima  MM): 
worship  11  AM.  Sundays,  October  through  April;  pot- 
luck  on  first  Sunday  of  month  following  worship  Con- 
tact: Helene  and  Gerhart  Fritzsche,  Rt.  1,  Box  170, 
McNeal,  AZ  85617-9716. 520-642-9274  or  520-642- 
1519.  Meeting  House  (and  Friends  Southwest  Cen- 
ter) is  on  Hwy  191,  near  McNeil,  between  milestone 
16  and  17. 

Pima  MM  (see  Tucson). 

Phoenix— Phoenix  MM:  worship  SundayslO  AM. 
1 702  E Glendale  Ave,  Phoenix,  AZ  85020. 602-943- 
5831 . Mary  Jo  Williams,  Clerk,  wdmjo@uswest.net 
Tempe— Tempe  MM:  worship  Sundays  10  AM.  318 
E 15th  St,  Tempe,  AZ  85281 . La  Donna  Wallen,  525 
East  Alameda  Dr,  Tempe,  85282.  480-967-6040. 
Children's  program;  Youth  program;  Handicapped 
accessible.  480-968-3966. 

Tucson— Pima  MM:  worship  Sundays  8:15  and  10 
AM,  Wednesdays  11  AM.  931  N 5th  Ave,  Tucson, 
AZ  85705-7723.  Meeting  Phone:  520-323-2208. 
Cathy  Amanti,  Clerk,  cbamanti@msn.com. 
Children’s  program.  Youth  program.  Handicapped 
accessible. 

— Cascabel  WG:  worship  4 Sundays  a month.  Call 
for  Meeting  location  and  directions  to  Judith  McBride 
at  520-212-7472  or  Pat  Corbett,  6416  N Cascabel 
Road,  Cascabel  Via,  Benson,  AZ  85602-9608. 520-212- 
6853.  (Under  care  of  Pima  Meeting,  Tucson,  AZ). 
California 

Apple  Seed  MM  (see  Sebastopol). 

Areata— Humboldt  MM:  worship  Sundays  11  AM. 
1920Zehndner  Ave,  Areata  CA.  Mail:  PO  Box  4786, 
Areata,  CA  95518.  707-826-1948.  First  Day  activi- 
ties for  children:  9:45—11  AM.  Childcare:  11  AM— 
noon  (during  school  year,  arrangements  can  be 
made  at  other  times).  Weekly  seekers  meeting  be- 
fore worship  (9:45—11  AM,  Sept.— May).  Wheelchair 
accessible. 

Atascadero— Atascadero  WG:  worship  Sundays  at 
10:30  AM.  For  location  call  Ray  Jansen,  805-466- 
4733.  (A  part  of  Central  Coast  Friends  Preparative 
Meeting.) 

Berkeley— Berkeley  MM:  worship  Sundays  at  9:00  and 
11  AM.  Walnut  & Vine,  Berkeley.  Mail:  2151  Vine  St, 


Berkeley,  CA  94709.  Meeting  phone:  510-843-9725. 
—Strawberry  Creek  MM:  Meeting  for  Worship,  10 
AM.  Call  510-524-9186  for  location  in  Berkeley.  Mail: 
PO  Box  5065,  Berkeley,  CA  94705. 

Bernal  Heights/Noe  Valley  WG  (see  San  Francisco). 
Bishop— Bishop  MM:  call  Convenors  for  time  and 
location.  Tamara  Ganahl  and  David  Scheidlinger, 
Convenors,  393  Mt  Tom  Road,  Bishop,  CA  93514. 
619-873-8439.  E-mail:  carla@telis.org  and 
esbooks@gnet.com. 

Carmel— Monterey  Peninsula  MM:  worship  Sundays 
1 0 AM  at  Carl  Cherry  Center,  Fourth  and  Guadalupe, 
Carmel,  CA.  Mail:  PO  Box  51426,  Pacific  Grove,  CA 
93950.  Meeting  phone:  831-649-8615.  E-mail: 
elehuf@earthlink.net. 

Central  Coast  Friends  Preparative  Meetings  (see 
Atascadero  and  San  Luis  Obispo).  Meeting  Clerk, 
Henrietta  Groot,  805-995-0962. 

Chico— Chico  MM:  worship  Sundays  9:45  AM  sing- 
ing and  10:30  AM  worship.  1336  Hemlock  Street, 
Chico.  Mail:  PO  Box  3769,  Chico,  CA  95927.  Meet- 
ing phone:  530-897-3600. 

Claremont— Claremont  MM:  worship  Sundays  9:30 
AM.  727  Harrison  Ave,  Claremont,  CA  91 71 1 . E-mail 
contact:  Martha  Dart  at  ldart@hal.pitzer.edu.  Pot- 
luck  Wednesdays  6 PM.  909-624-9114.  Web  Site: 
http://members.uia.net/friends/ 

Conejo  Valley  WG  (see  Westlake  Village). 

Davis— Davis  MM:  worship  Sundays  10  AM; 
Wednesdays  at  6 PM.  345  L Street,  Davis,  CA 
95616.  Meeting  phone:  530-758-8492. 

Delta  Meeting  (see  Stockton). 

Fresno— Fresno  MM:  worship  Sundays  1 0 AM  (note 
that  worship  on  fifth  Sunday  of  each  month  is  shared 
with  Visalia  MM,  followed  by  a potluck.  Call  Clerk 
for  time  and  location.)  Habitat  for  Humanity  Build- 
ing, 2219  San  Joaquin  Street,  Fresno,  CA  93721. 
559-237-4102.  Lowell  Barnett,  Clerk.  559-237-4108. 
E-mail:  dancejob@pacbel.net. 

Grass  Valley  (see  Nevada  City). 

Hemet— Hemet  Friends  WG:  worship  Sundays  9 AM. 
1455  S State  St,  Space  232,  Hemet,  CA  92643.  For 
more  information,  call  Susan  Davidson-Davis,  cor- 
respondent. 909-766-2009.  edavis@lasercom.net 
Humboldt  MM  (see  Areata). 

Inland  Valley  MM  (see  Riverside/Redlands). 
Jackson— Delta  MM:  worship  1st  Sundays  10:30  AM 
in  Jackson  (call  209-223-0843  for  information);  2nd 
Sundays  at  AFSC  Center,  445  West  Weber,  Stock- 
ton,  CA  95207.  Mailing  address:  Betsy  Huling,  Clerk. 
408  E Loretta,  Stockton,  CA  95207.  209-478-8423. 
Lake  County  Friends  WG:  Contact:  Barbara 
Christwitz,  3568  Vista  Street,  Clearlake,  CA , 95422. 
bchristwitz@hotmail.com. 

La  Jolla— La  Jolla  MM:  worship  Sundays  10  AM. 
7380  Eads  Ave,  La  Jolla,  CA  92037-5034. 858-456- 
1020. 

Long  Beach— Marloma  Long  Beach  MM:  worship 
Sundays  10  AM  at  Huntington  School,  2935 
Spaulding,  Long  Beach,  CA.  Mailing  address:  PO 


Box  2822,  Long  Beach,  CA  90801-2822.  Rea 
Soares,  Clerk.  562-598-9242.  E-mail:  Bobbi  Kendig, 
EdandBobbi.com. 

Los  Angeles— Los  Angeles  MM:  worship  Sundays 
11 :00  AM.  41 67  S Normandie  Ave,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90037.  Cynthia  Cuza,  Clerk.  323-296-0733.  E-mail: 
ccuza@ix.netcom.com. 

Marin  MM  (see  Mill  Valley) 

Mendocino— Mendocino  MM:  worship  Sundays  10 
AM  at  Jewish  Shul,  15071  Caspar.  Rd.,  Caspar.  Mail: 
PO  Box  1003,  Mendocino,  CA  95460. 707-937-0200; 
Cathie  Mellon.  E-mail:  cmellon@mcn.org.  Potluck 
after  Meeting  the  1st  Sunday  of  the  month. 

Mill  Valley— Marin  MM:  worship  Sundays  10  AM  at 
177  E Blithedale,  Mill  Valley,  CA.  Mail:  PO  Box  1301, 
Mill  Valley  94942.  415-435-5755.  Louise  Aldrich, 
Clerk.  415-491-0133.  E-mail:  aldrichl@igc.org  Pro- 
gram for  children,  10:15-11:00  AM. 

Monterey  Peninsula  MM  (see  Carmel). 

Napa— Napa  Sonoma  Friends  WG:  worship  Sun- 
days 10  AM  at  Aldea,  Inc,  1831  First  Street,  Napa, 
CA.  Mail:  c/o  Joe  and  Diana  Wilcox,  57  Chapel  Hill 
Drive,  Napa,  CA  94559.  707-253-1505.  Kathy 
Mawer,  Clerk.  E-mail  contact:  Joe  Wilcox  at 
jdwilcox@mindspring.com. 

Nevada  City— Grass  Valley  MM:  worship  Sundays 
9:45  AM  at  John  Woolman  School,  13075  Woolman 
Lane,  Nevada  City,  CA  95959.  Stuart  Smith,  Clerk. 
530-265-3164.  Handicapped  accessible. 

Ojai — Ojai  Friends  WG:  worship  Sundays  10  AM. 
Call  for  location  to  Quaker  Dial-a-Thought  805-640- 
0939.  Martha  Churchyard,  correspondent/contact 
person.  805-640-8875.  Mail:  723  Fernardo  Dr,  Ojai, 
CA  93023.  E-mail:  mchurchy@earthlink.net 
Website:  http://home.earthlink.net/-vals/OjaiFriend 
Handicapped  accessible. 

Orange  County  MM  (see  Santa  Ana). 

Orange  Grove  MM  (see  Pasadena). 

Pacific  Ackworth  MM  (see  Temple  City). 
Pasadena— Orange  Grove  MM:  worship  Sundays 
11:00  AM;  adult  and  children  First  Day  School  10 
AM  (Sept-July).  526  E Orange  Grove  Blvd,  Pasa- 
dena, CA  91104.  Program  for  children.  Handicapped 
accessible. 

Palo  Alto— Palo  Alto  MM:  worship  Sundays  10:30 
AM.  957  Colorado  Ave,  Palo  Alto,  CA  94303.  650- 
856-0744.  Programs  for  children  and  youth.  Handi- 
capped accessible. 

Redding— Redding  MM:  worship  Sundays  1 0 AM.  Call 
Clerk  for  worship  location.  Mail:  PO  Box  991665, 
Redding,  CA  96099-1665.  Sue  Morehouse,  Clerk,  530- 
222-5527.E-mail:smorehouse@shastalink.k12.ca.us. 
Redwood  Forest  MM  (see  Santa  Rosa). 
Riverside/Redlands— Inland  Valley  MM:  worship 
Sundays  10  AM.  4061  Mission  Inn  Ave,  Riverside 
CA  925011 . 909-682-5364.  Sue  Scott,  Clerk.  E-mail: 
sescott@juno.com. 

Sacramento-Sacramento  MM:  worship  Sundays  10 
AM  at  890  57th  Street,  Sacramento,  CA  95819.  Mail- 
ing address:  PO  Box  163677,  Sacramento,  CA 
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95816.  916457-3998.  Handicapped  accessible. 
San  Diego— San  Diego  MM:  worship  Sundays  10:30 
AM  in  Education  Building  of  San  Diego  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  3850  Westgate  Place,  San  Diego,  CA. 
619-687-5474.  David  Barrows,  Clerk.  2825  Third 
Avenue  #303,  San  Diego,  California  92103.  619- 
297-4516.  E-mail:  dcbarrows@cts.com  Handi- 
capped accessible. 

San  Francisco— San  Francisco  MM:  worship  Sun- 
days 11:00  AM.  65  Ninth  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103.  415-431-7440.  Children’s  program. 

—Bernal  Heights/Noe  Valley  Worship  Group.  9:30 
AM  upstairs  at  65  Ninth  Street,  San  Francisco.  Cor- 
respondent Alison  Pence  232  27th  St.,  San  Fran- 
cisco, CA  94131,415-282-4796. 

—West  Marin  WG:  worship  Sundays  11:30  AM  at 
Point  Reyes  Presbyterian  Church.  Call  Sandy 
Dorward  Box  135,  Woodacre,  CA  94973,  415-448- 
9795. 

San  Jose— San  Jose  MM:  worship  Sundays  10  AM. 
1041  Morse  Street,  San  Jose,  CA  95126.  408-246- 
0524. 

San  Luis  Obispo— Central  Coast  Preparative  Meet- 
ing: worship  Sundays  10  AM;  Quaker  Dialogue  10:45 
AM;  Refreshments  at  12  noon  at  the  Community 
Center  of  the  Laguna  Lake  Mobile  Estates,  1801 
Prefumo  Canyon  Rd„  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93405. 
Contact  Murry  Lauser,  429  Binscarth  Rd,  Los  Osos, 
CA  93402,  805-528-1249.  Some  child  care,  wheel- 
chair accessible. 

Santa  Ana— Orange  County  MM:  worship  Sundays 
10  AM  at  117  W 4th  St,  Suite  200,  Santa  Ana,  CA 
927014601.  David  Lederman,  Clerk.  714-836-6355. 
E-mail:  azor@earthlink.net.  Children's  program. 
Handicapped  accessible. 

Santa  Barbara— Santa  Barbara  MM:  worship  Sun- 
days 10  AM  at  Antioch  University,  801  Garden  St., 
Santa  Barbara,  CA.  Mailing  address:  PO  Box  40120, 
Santa  Barbara,  CA  93140-4012.  Children’s  program; 
Handicapped  accessible.  805-687-0165.  E-mail: 
nancyarobinson@compuserve.com. 

Santa  Cruz— Santa  Cruz  MM:  worship  Sundays 
10:30  AM  at  225  Rooney  Street,  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  Mail: 
PO  Box  813,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95061. 831-336-8333.  Trad 
Hjelt  Sullivan,  Cleric  E-mail:  mail@quakercenter.org  Weekly 
children's  program;  monthly  teen  program.  Meetingroom 
handicapped  accessible,  bathroom  soon  to  be  ac- 
cessible. 

Santa  Monica— Santa  Monica  MM:  worship  Sundays 
10  AM  1440  Harvard  St,  Santa  Monica,  CA  90404- 
3105.  323-296-4777.  Rachel  Fretz,  Clerk. 
Fretz@humnet.ucla.edu  Children’s  program;  youth 
program;  handicapped  accessible. 

Santa  Rosa— Redwood  Forest  MM:  worship  Sun- 
days at  10  AM  at  Friends  House,  684  Benicia  Dr, 
Santa  Rosa  CA  95409  and  at  1647  Guerneville  Rd, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95403.  Mailing  Address:  PO  Box 
1831,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95402.  Paul  Harris,  Clerk. 
707-546-0432.  Children's  and  youth  programs. 
Sebastopol— Apple  Seed  MM:  worship  Sundays  10 
AM  at  Garzot-Duffield  Building  in  Libby  Park  in 
Sebastopol.  Libby  Park  in  on  the  corner  of  North 
Pleasant  Hill  Ave.  and  Valentine  Ave. 

Sonoma  (see  Napa) 


South  County  (see  Grover  Beach) 

South  Santa  Cruz  County— worship  at  10:30  AM. 
First  Day  School:  9:30  AM.  1st  Sunday:  home  of 
Kurt  and  Lynn  Ellison,  101  Karen  Court,  Aromas, 
831-726-2338. 3rd  Sunday:  home  of  Robin  and  Terrill 
Keeler,  131  Fifth  St,  Pacific  Grove,  CA.  831-375- 
9646.  E-mail:  Rtlikeeler@aol.com 
Southern  Humboldt— Contact  Gail  Eastwood  at  PO 
Box  86,  Redway  CA  95560.  707-923-9109. 
Stockton— Delta  MM:  worship  2nd  Sundays  10:30 
AM  at  AFSC  Center,  445  West  Weber,  Stockton,  CA 
95207.  Worship  1st  Sundays  10:30  AM  in  Jackson, 
CA.  Call  209-223-0843  for  information.  Mailing  ad- 
dress: Betsy  Huling,  Clerk.  408  E Loretta,  Stockton, 
CA  95207.  209-478-8423. 

Strawberry  Creek  (see  Berkeley). 

Temple  City— Pacific  Ackworth  MM:  worship  Sun- 
days 11:00  AM.  6210  Temple  City  Blvd,  Temple  City, 
CA  91780.  Cal  Edinger,  Clerk,  8649  Landis  View 
Ln,  Rosemead,  CA  91770-3723.  626-280-6335. 
Handicapped  accessible. 

Ukiah  WG— Fridays  6 pm,  Walnut  Village  Commu- 
nity Room,  1240  North  Pine,  Ukiah.  Contact  Nancy 
Nanna,  707-485-8350.  iranna@saber.net 
Visalia— Visalia  Friends  MM:  worship  Sundays  10:30 
AM.  1 7208  Avenue  296,  Visalia,  CA  93292. 559-734- 
8275.  Children's  program;  partially  handicapped  ac- 
cessible. 

Westlake  Village— Westlake  Village— Conejo  Valley 
Worship  Group:  worship  First  and  Third  Sundays 
11:15  AM  at  Townsgate  Atrium  Bldg,  Westlake  Stu- 
dio for  Integrated  Health,  2277  Townsgate  Rd,  Suite 
208B,  Westlake  Village,  CA  91361.  Mail  should  be 
sent  to  Joan  Johnson,  correspondent,  2244  Thorsby 
Rd,  Thousand  Oaks,  CA  91361  805-495-9753.  E- 
mail:  Joan  Johnson  at  pbjprime2@aol.com.  Pro- 
gram for  children  and  youth.  Handicapped  acces- 
sible. 

West  Marin  WG  (see  San  Francisco) 

Whittier— Whitleaf  MM:  worship  Sundays  9:30  AM 
at  Whittier  College  Administration  Building,  13406 
East  Philadelphia  St,  Whittier,  CA  (on  the  corner  of 
Philadelphia  St  and  Painter  Ave).  Mailing  address: 
PO  Box  122,  Whittier,  CA  90608-0122.  ~ 

Whitleaf  MM  (see  Whittier). 

Colorado 

Boulder— Boulder  Meeting  of  Friends:  worship  Sundays 
8:30  AM  and  10  AM.  1825  Upland  Ave,  Boulder,  CO 
80304.  De  Anne  Butterfield,  Clerk.  303449-8230.  E- 
mail:  bmhbutterfield@qwest.net  Program  for  children. 
Colorado  Springs— Colorado  Springs  Meeting:  wor- 
ship Sundays  at  10  AM.  Box  2514  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80901 . Co-Clerks:  Roz  Rae  and  Katie  Cornelius. 
Call  719-685-5548  or  visit  our  website:  http:// 
way.opens.org/meeting 

Denver— Mountain  View  MM.  Call  Clerk  at  303-377- 
4059  for  worship  times.  2280  S Columbine  St,  Den- 
ver CO  80210.  Penny  Thron-Webber,  Clerk. 
Durango— Durango  MM:  worship  Sundays.  Call  for 
worship  time  and  location:  970-247-0538  or  970-247- 
5597.  Mail:  PO  Box  3052,  Durango,  CO  81302.  Jim 
Mills,  Clerk;  millsJ@fortlewis.edu.  Children's  program. 
Handicapped  accessible. 

Fort  Collins— Fort  Collins  MM:  Worship  Sundays  1 0 


AM,  singing  before  worship  at  9:30  AM.  2222  West 
Vine,  Fort  Collins,  CO  80521.  970-491-9717. 
Suzanne  Taylor,  Clerk. 

Lakewood— Westside  WG.  For  information,  contact 
Mt.  View  Meeting  in  Denver,  CO. 

Mancos— Mancos  Valley  WG.  For  time  and  location, 
call  (970)  533-9764  or  E-mail:  kjsut@fone.net 
Mountain  View  (see  Denver). 

Trinidad— Lamb’s  Community  WG:  worship  Sundays 
10  AM  at  6G  Elm  Street  (PO  Box  3208),  Cokedale, 
Colorado  81082.  Bill  Durland,  Clerk.  Handicapped 
accessible;  special  concerns  for  local  political  and 
ecological  issues.  719-846-7480.  E-mail: 
bgdryland@activematrix.net.  Call  for  directions. 
Guatemala 

Antigua— For  more  information,  contact:  Loren 
Lacelle  and  Martha  Dugan,  Co-Clerks.  011-502-201- 
4251 . Apartado  464,  Antigua,  Sacatepequez  03901 , 
Guatemala.  Or  Loren  Lacelle,  444  Bricknell  Ave, 
Suite  53-8587.  Miami,  FL  33131.  E-mail: 
lacelle@conexion.com.gt 

Hawai’i 

Honolulu  Monthly  Meeting:  Sundays:  Hymn  sing- 
ing at  9:45  AM,  Meeting  for  Worship  at  10  AM,  at 
Meeting  House,  2426  O'ahu  Ave.  808-988-2714; 
Tuesdays:  Meeting  for  Healing  8:3  -9:45  AM,  Meet- 
ing House;  Thursdays:  Meeting  for  Worship  8:30- 
9:00  AM,  Meeting  House. 

Windward  O'ahu  Worship  Group:  worship  at  1 0 AM, 
first  Sunday  of  the  month.  Polly  Pool,  46-082 
Pu'ulena  St.,  Kaneohe,  HI.  808-235-6500.  Please 
call  ahead. 

Big  Island  Monthly  Meeting:  worship  and  potluck 
Sundays  at  10  AM.  Call  Darby  Thompson,  (808) 
322-3116,  for  location  and  other  details.  Postal  ad- 
dress: P.  O.  Box  284, Laupahoehoe,  HI  96764. 
Wailoa  Friends  Worship  Group  (Independent):  Sun- 
days, 10  AM.  Study/Discussion  11:00  AM.  Meeting 
for  Worship:  noon,  shared  meal.  Contact  Malie  Sell- 
ers, 50-A  Maile  St.,  Apt  19  Hilo,  HI  96720.  808- 
961-5648. 

East  Hawai'i  Friends  Worship  Group:  Call  Anne 
Fong  808-987-3289. 

Kaua'i  Worship  Group:  Contact  Peter  Somers,  808- 
828-0707,  for  location,  time,  and  details. 

Maui  Worship  Group:  Call  Jay  Penniman,  808-573- 
4987  for  location,  time  and  details. 

Molokai  Worship  Group:  Call  Claud  Sutcliffe,  808- 
553-3380,  for  location,  time,  and  details. 

Idaho 

Boise— Boise  Valley  MM:  worship  Sundays  9:30  AM 
at  4707  W Camas  St,  Boise  ID  83705. 208-3444384. 
Mailing  address:  PO  Box  242,  Boise,  ID  83701.  Bette 
Carlson,  Clerk.  208-342-6281.  bettejeffe@excite.com 
First  Day  School  offered  during  worship  if  requested. 
Special  concern:  environment.  Not  handicapped  ac- 
cessible. 

Moscow  (see  Pullman,  Washington). 

Pocatello— Pocatello  WG:  Meets  the  1st  and  3rd 
Sundays  at  9 am  at  the  Ecumenical  house  at  836 
E. Carter,  across  the  street  from  Idaho  State  Univer- 
sity. For  more  information,  call  208-237-7378. 
Sandpoint— Sandpoint  MM:  worship  during  school 
year  Sundays.  1025  Alder  St,  Sandpoint,  ID.  For 
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meeting  times  please  call  ahead  to  Bob  Waring,  208- 
263-4788.  E-mail:  steve@backwoodssolar.com. 
Yakima  Valley  WG.  For  worship  times  and  place, 
call  Leni  Skarrin,  Clerk,  at  509-965-6275  or  509-452- 
8530.  E-mail:  leni@yakima.net. 

Mexico 

Hermosillo— Felipe  Salido#32  sq.  c/Mina  Hermosillo, 
Sonora,  MEXICO.  (Under  the  care  of  Pima  Meet- 
ing, Tucson,  AZ  and  Mexico  City  Meeting.) 

Mexico  City— Mexico  City  Monthly  Meeting:  worship 
Sundays  11:00  AM.  Ignacio  Mariscal  132,  Colonia 
Revolution,  06030  Mexico  DF,  Mexico.  Peter  U'Ren, 
Clerk.  011-525-705-0621.  Many  study  opportunities 
and  service  projects. 

Montana 

Billings— Billings  MM:  Tom  Towe,  Clerk,  2739  Gre- 
gory Drive  South,  Billings,  MT  59102.  Ruth  Towe, 
406-656-2163.  ttowe@attbi.com. 

Bozeman— Bozeman  WG:  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Sundays 
for  singing  at  10  and  meeting  for  worship  at  10:30. 
PO  Box  714,  Bozeman,  MT  59771.  Potluck  3rd  Wor- 
ship sharing  on  5th.  Contact:  Tina  Visscher  at  406- 
556-5839.  Tinavisscher@yahoo.com. 

Dillon— Dillon  WG:  worship  alternate  Thursdays  usu- 
ally at  6:30  PM  at  members'  homes.  Contact  Cathy 
Weber,  1 300  E Bannack,  Dillon,  MT  59725. 406-683- 
5545.  E-mail:  cw@cathyweber.net. 

Eureka— Eureka  WG.  For  times  and  place  of  wor- 
ship, contact  Renee  Des  Marais,  PO  Box  952,  Roll- 
ing Hills,  Eureka,  MT  59917, 406-889-3738.  E-mail: 
trekster@libby.org  or  Jean  Triol,  PO  Box  367, 
Somers,  MT  59932.  406-857-3150. 

Glacier  Valley  WG  (see  Kalispell). 

Great  Falls— Great  Falls  WG:  worship  Sundays  9:30 
AM  at  YWCA  or  members’  homes.  Contact  Lucretia 
Humphrey,  3026  5th  Ave  N,  Great  Falls,  MT  59401. 
406-453-2714.  E-mail:  humj@worldnet.att.net. 
Heartland  (see  Bozeman,  Dillon,  Great  Falls,  and 
Helena).  For  more  information  contact  Lucretia 
Humphrey,  3026  5th  Ave  N,  Great  Falls,  MT  59401. 
406-453-2714.  E-mail:  humj@worldnet.att.net. 
Helena— Helena  WG:  worship  Sundays  at  least  once 
a month  6 PM  in  members'  homes.  Contact  Brent 
Northup,  2523  Southridge  Drive,  Helena,  MT  59601 . 
406-442-3134.  E-mail:  bnorthup@carroll.edu. 
Kalispell  area— Glacier  Valley  WG.  Sundays,  10  AM. 
At  members’  homes.  Contact:  Carol  Nees,  193 
Lawrence  Lane,  Kalispell  MT  59901. 406-257-2368. 
Missoula— Missoula  MM:  worship  Sundays  11 :00  AM; 
Wednesdays  8:30  AM.  Summer  worship  only  Sundays 
10  AM.  1861  S 12th  Street  W,  Missoula,  MT  59801. 
406-549-6279.  Reggie  Windham,  co-Clerk.  406-721- 
6733.  E-mail:  dietrich@marsweb.com  Children's  pro- 
gram. 

Mission  Valley  WG  (see  St.  Ignatius). 

St  Ignatius— Mission  Valley  WG:  worship  1st 
and  3rd  Sundays  11  AM  (except  in  summer)  at 
home  of  Christine  Dickinson  and  Matthew 
Lyon,  217  First  Avenue,  St.  Ignatius,  MT 
59865.  Contact:  Christine  Dickinson,  PO  Box 
136,  St.  Ignatius,  MT  59865. 
sti4306@blackfoot.net  or  406-745-4306. 
Montana  Gathering  of  Friends  (a  Quarterly 
Meeting):  Contact  person,  Dee  Mast,  Clerk, 


1103  N Pinecrest  Drive,  Bozeman,  MT  59715. 
406-587-4862.  E-mail:  deemast@E-mail.com. 

New  Mexico 

Albuquerque— Albuquerque  MM:  worship  Sundays 
10:30  AM.  1600  Fifth  St  NW,  Albuquerque,  NM 
87102.  Mailing  address:  PO  Box  25462, 
Alburquerque,  NM  87125-5462.  Contact  person: 
Tina  Kachele.  505-843-6450.  Handicapped  acces- 
sible, except  for  Children's  program. 

Carlsbad— Southeast  New  Mexico  WG.  For  more  in- 
formation, contact  Sondra  Sage,  601-N  Mesquite, 
Carlsbad,  NM  88220.  505-885-3029. 

ClearLight  (see  Taos). 

Gallup— Gallup  WG.  For  information,  contact  Susan 
Warren  & Mark  Elliott,  PO  Box  5331,  Gallup,  NM 
87305.  505-722-9497. 

Gila  MM  (see  Silver  City). 

Las  Cruces— 622  N.  Mesquite,  Las  Cruces  (mailing 
address:  PO  Box  1240  Mesilla  Park, 

NM  88047-1240).  647-1929.  Clerk  Barclay  Kuhn,  e- 
mail:  mathstar@zianet.com.  Handicapped  acces- 
sible. First  Day  School  for  young  Friends  and  very 
young  Friends. 

Las  Vegas— Las  Vegas  WG:  Contact:  Avona  Cham- 
berlain, 3317  Luna  St,  Las  Vegas,  NM  87701  505- 
454-1003. 

Los  Alamos— Los  Alamos  WG:  worship  1st  & 3rd 
Sundays  in  homes.  For  more  information,  contact 
Marie  Andrew,  198  Navajo  Dr.  Los  Alamos,  NM 
87544. 505-662-7530.  Programs  for  children,  except 
in  summer. 

Taos — Clearlight  Friends  WG:  worship  1 st  & 3rd  Sun- 
days 10:30  AM.  Amigos  Unidos,  205B,  Cruz  Alta, 
Taos,  NM  87571.  Jane  Robinson,  Clerk.  Children’s 
program.  Handicapped  accessible.  505-758-8745. 
(Taos  Friends  WG  was  laid  down  in  April  1999.) 
Santa  Fe— Santa  Fe  MM:  worship  Sundays  9 and 
11  AM.  630  Canyon  Road,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87501. 
505-983-7241.  David  Henkel,  dshenkel@aol.com 
and  Jonathan  Ashworth,  pelode@yahoo.com. 
Children’s  program. 

Silver  City— Gila  MM:  worship  Sundays  10  AM 
(call  for  location).  Steve  MacDonald  and  Florence 
Stamler,  co-Clerks.  505-536-9565.  Mailing  ad- 
dress: PO  Box  839,  Silver  City,  NM  88062.  Infor- 
mal children’s  program.  Handicapped  accessible. 
Call  for  location. 

Southeast  New  Mexico  WG  (see  Carlsbad). 
Socorro— Socorro  WG:  worship  1st,  3rd,  and  5th 
Sundays  10:30  AM  at  94  Hope  Farm  Rd,  Socorro, 
NM.  Mailing  address:  Rt.  2,  Box  94,  Socorro,  NM 
87801.  Katharine  Bejnar,  Convenor.  505-835- 
0013.  E-mail:  wkbejnar@sdc.org  Handicapped 
accessible. 

Nevada 

Reno— Reno  MM:  worship  10  AM.  497  Highland 
Ave,  Reno,  NV  89512. Dawn  Einwalterand  Harbert 
Rice  Co-Clerks.  775-329-9400.  E-mail: 
hvrice@gbis.com.  Website:  http://renofriends.org 
Las  Vegas— Las  Vegas  WG:  worship  Sundays  5- 
6 PM;  discussion  and  fellowship  6-7  PM.  Mail:  PO 
Box  230175,  Las  Vegas,  NV.  Second  Fridays. 
6 PM  potluck  at  First  Christian  Church  (visitors 
welcome).  Mary  Morton,  Clerk.  702-657-1132. 


Oregon 

Ashland— South  Mountain  MM:  Worship  11  AM  at 
543  South  Mountain.  Call  541-482-0814.  Mail:  PO 
Box  779,  Ashland,  OR  97520.  Bill  Ashworth,  Clerk. 
541-482-4335.  E-mail:  ashworth@mind.net. 
Children's  program;  adult  education.  Handicapped 
accessible. 

Bend  (see  Redmond). 

Bridge  City  Preparative  Meeting  (see  Portland). 
Central  Oregon  WG  (see  Redmond). 

Corvallis— Corvallis  MM:  worship  Sundays  11  AM. 
3311  NW  Polk  Ave,  Corvallis,  OR  97330.  541-752- 
3569.  John  Selker,  Clerk,  541-757-9025. 
Selkerj@eng.orst.edu  or  Nina  Joy  Lawrence,  Assis- 
tant Clerk,  nina.lawrence@cmug.com.  Website: 
www.quaker.org/corvallis.  Programs  for  youth  and 
children.  Handicapped  accessible. 

Dalles,  The— Mountain  View  WG:  worship  1st  & 3rd 
Sundays  10  AM  at  St.  Paul  Episcopal  Church,  601 
Union  Street,  The  Dalles.  Contact:  Shannon  Perry, 
710  Prospect  Ave,  Hood  River,  OR  97031, 541-386- 
6471  perry@gorge.net  Website:  www.gorge.net/ 
church/quaker. 

Eugene— Eugene  MM:  worship  Sundays  9 and  11 
AM.  2274  Onyx  St,  Eugene,  OR  97403.  Lucy  Mclver, 
Clerk.  Message  phone:  541-343-3840.  E-mail: 
klgathered@msn.com  Children’s  program. 

Fanno  Creek  WG  (see  Portland) 

Florence— Florence  WG:  worship  2nd  & 4th  Sun- 
days 1 1 AM  at  home  of  Charles  and  Jeanne  Kimball, 
04862  Oceana  Drive,  Florence,  OR  97439.  Call 
Charles  & Jeanne  Kimball,  541-997-4237.  E-mail: 
cjkim@presys.com  Child  care  available  if  requested 
in  advance. 

Mountain  View  WG  (see  The  Dalles) 

Multnomah  MM  (see  Portland) 

Portland— Multnomah  MM:  worship  Sundays  8:30 
& 10  AM,  4312  SE  Stark  Street,  Portland,  OR  97215. 
503-232-2822.  Tina  McMahon,  Clerk.  E-mail: 
tmcmahon1@mindspring.com.  Programs  for  chil- 
dren and  youth.  Website:www.teleport.com/~mmm 
—Bridge  City  Preparative  Meeting:  worship  Sundays 
10  AM  at  Historic  Neighborhood  House,  3030  SW 
2nd  Ave,  Portland.  Mail:  do  Multnomah  Monthly 
Meeting,  4312  SE  Stark  Street,  Portland,  OR  97215. 
Janet  Jump,  503-528-0213.  janetjump@qwest.net 
or  Chris  Cradler  at  fergler@teleport.com  Children's 
program  at  10:15  AM.  Website:  www.teleport.com/ 
~mmm/bridge_city.html 

—Fanno  Creek  WG:  worship  Sundays  10:30  AM. 
Catlin  Gable  School,  Dant  House,  8825  SW  Barnes 
Road,  Beaverton,  Oregon  (next  to  St.  Vincent  Hos- 
pital in  Cedar  Hills).  Sally  Hopkins,  Clerk.  503- 
292-8114.  Website:  www.teleport.com/~mmm/ 
fanno_crk.html. 

Redmond— Central  Oregon  WG:  10:30  AM  at 
Sunriver  Prep  School,  on  Rocking  Horse  Road  at 
S.  Hwy.  97.  First  Sundays  we  meet  in  members' 
homes  for  worship,  pot-luck,  and  Meeting  for  Busi- 
ness Contact:  Barbara  Janoe  at  541-923-3631  or 
541-383-4868. 

South  Mountain  (formerly  known  as  Rogue  Val- 
ley) MM  (see  Ashland). 

Roseburg— Umpqua  Valley  WG:  worship  Sundays 
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at  3:00  PM.  Please  call  or  E-mail  to  find  out  loca- 
tion and  program.  Neal  and  Elee  Hadley, 
enhadley@mcsi.net  541-679-8889  or  Woody  and 
Meredith  Krugel,  mkrugel@msn.com  541-  440- 
0000.  Mail:  do  Meredith  Krugel,  574  Ponderosa 
Dr.,  Roseburg,  OR  97470. 

Salem  MM:  Worship  Sundays  10  AM  at  490  19th 
Street  NE,  Salem,  OR  97301.  503-399-1908 
Children's  program.  Renee  Stringham,  Clerk,  E- 
mail:  drrenee@open.org.  503-375-3600. 

Umpqua  Valley  WG  (see  Roseburg). 

Texas 

El  Paso  (IMYM) — El  Paso  Monthly  Meeting:  Con- 
tact: Cynthia  Rains,  19019  Armington  Dr,  El  Paso, 
TX  79927 

Lubbock  (SCYM)— Lubbock  MM:  The  Lutheran  Cen- 
ter, 2615  19th  Street,  79410.  Contact:  Cecilia 
George.  806-799-3307.  E-mail:  OkrFriend@aol.com 
or  cf.george@cox.net  or  cf.george@cox.net. 
Website:  www.lubbockfriends.org. 

West  Amarillo  (IMYM)— West  Amarillo  Meeting  for 
Worship:  c/o  Mina  Fields  Johnson,  PO  Box  114, 
Adrian,  TX  79001.  806-538-6214. 

Utah 

Logan— Logan  MM  worship  Sundays  10  AM.  290 
North  400  East,  Logan,  UT  84321.  Carol  O'Connor, 
Clerk.  Program  for  children  and  youth,  1 st  & 3rd  Sun- 
days. Handicapped  accessible. 

Moab— Moab  WG:  Contact  Cynthia  Smith,  1939 
Spanish  Valley  Drive,  Moab,  UT  84532.  801-259- 
5306.  E-mail:  manzana@lasal.net . Program  for  chil- 
dren, infants  through  11  years. 

Ogden  WG— Call  801-399-9491  for  information. 
Salt  Lake  City— Salt  Lake  MM:  worship  Sundays 
10  AM  at  Ladies  Literary  Club,  850  E South 
Temple,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT.  Mail:  PO  Box  521848, 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84152-1848.  801-359-1506  or 
801-582-0719.  Outreach  convenor:  Dick  Loomis, 
8150  Telford  Way,  Sandy  UT  84093.  801-532- 
3512,  connie@utah-inter.net  . Charlene  Weir, 
Clerk.  E-Mail:  Charlene.Weir@med.va.gov  . 
Children’s  program;  Youth  program;  Handicapped 
accessible.  Please  phone  ahead. 

Washington  State 

Agate  Passage  Friends  WG  (see  Bainbridge  Island). 
Bainbridge  Island— Agate  Passage  Friends  WG: 
worship  1st,  2nd  & 3rd  Sundays  10  AM  at  Seabold 
Hall,  14454  Komedal  Road,  Bainbridge  Island,  WA 
98110.  Meets  4th  & 5th  Sundays  10  AM  at  mem- 
bers' homes.  Mailing  address:  PO  Box  1821 
Poulsbo,  WA  98370.  Meeting  phone:  360-697-4675. 
Ed  Sheridan,  Clerk,  1574  Parkview  Dr,  Bainbridge 
Island,  WA  98110,  206-780-9947. 

sheridan@bainbridge.net  Adult  Education  Sundays 

9 AM,  Child  Care  in  summer. 

Bellevue— Bellevue— Eastside  MM:  worship  Sun- 
days 10  AM,  2nd  hour  & Children's 
Meeting  at  11:30  AM,  4160  - 158th  Ave,  SE, 
Bellevue,  WA  98006.  425-641-3500.  Children's 
program;  Handicapped  accessible.  Current  con- 
tacts available  on  website:  www.quaker.org/ 
eastside 

Bellingham— Bellingham  MM:  worship  Sundays 

10  AM  at  Bellingham  Senior  Center,  315  Halleck 


St,  Bellingham,  WA.  98225.  P O 1071, 
Bellingham,  W 98227-1071.  Sharon  Trent, 
Clerk.  360-676-6141.  sharoncares1@cs.com 
Children’s  program,  http://www.geocities.com/ 
bellinghamfriendsmeeting 
Buckley  WG  (see  Tacoma) 

Chelan  area— Chelan-Methow  WG:  worship  alter- 
nate Sundays  11  AM  at  members’  homes.  Con- 
tact Kerry  Travers,  400  Boyd  Road,  Chelan,  WA 
98816.  509-682-8475.  E-mail:  travers@nwi.net 
Eastside  MM  (see  Bellevue) 

Ellensburg— Ellensburg  WG:  worship  1st  and  3rd 
Sundays  10  AM  at  the  Ecumenical  Church,  400 
N Anderson  St,  Ellensburg,  WA  98926.  Mail:  Alix 
Williams  or  George  Drake,  5750  Cove  Road, 
Ellensburg,  WA  98926,  509-922-3117.  E-mail: 
georged@eburg.com.  Website:  http:// 

www.elltel.net/ecumenical/#Guaker 
Friday  Harbor— San  Juan  WG:  worship  10  AM  dur- 
ing school  year.  Contact  Kathy  Cope,  PO  Box  191, 
Friday  Harbor,  WA  98250.  360-378-3063. 

Lopez  Island— Lopez  Island  WG:  worship  Sun- 
days 10  AM  at  members’  homes.  Karen  Gilbert, 
360-468-2406  (e-mail:  midlfarm@rockisland.com) 
or  Jerry  Graville,  360-468-2602  (e- 

mail:lobovill@rockisland.com).  Mail:  PO  Box  582, 
Lopez,  WA  98261.  Children’s  program. 
Marysville— Marysville  WG:  worship  2nd  & 4th 
Sundays  at  9:00  AM  at  Evergreen  Unitarian  Uni- 
versalist  Fellowship,  1607  4th  Street,  Marysville,  WA 
98270.  Maggie  Strazzo,  Clerk,  1 5627  - 66th  Ave  NW, 
Stonewood,  WA  98292.  Contact  Norm  Pasche  360- 
794-5556.  E-mail  npasche@northwest.net. 
Children’s  program  when  needed. 

Olympia  MM  (see  Tumwater). 

Port  Townsend— Port  Townsend  WG:  worship 
Sundays  10  AM  at  The  Swan  School,  2345  Kuhn 
St  (corner  of  Kuhn  and  24th),  Port  Townsend,  WA 
98368.  Mail:  David  Walker,  Clerk,  350  Umatilla 
St,  Port  Townsend,  OR  98368.  360-379-8901.  E- 
mail:  rosewalk@olypen.com. 

Pullman— Pullman-Moscow  MM:  worship  Sundays 
11:30  AM  at  Campus  Christian  Center,  822  Elm 
Street,  Moscow,  ID  83843.  Mail:  PO  Box  612,  Pull- 
man, WA  99163.  Contact  Betsy  Hennessy,  Clerk, 
509-332-4323.  or  David  Coahan,  509-332-2789. 
E-mail:  dcoahran@turbonet.com.  Child  Care 
available.  Potluck  after  worship  on  3rd  Sundays. 
Salmon  Bay  MM  (see  Seattle). 

San  Juan  WG  (see  Friday  Harbor). 

Seattle 

—Salmon  Bay  MM:  worship  Sundays  10  AM  at 
Phinney  Ridge  Neighborhood  Center,  6532  Phinney 
Ave  N,  Seattle,  WA  98103.  Peg  Bernstein,  Clerk. 
206-527-0200.  E-mail  (Wendy  Wheeler,  newsletter 
editor):  wendyw@drizzle.com.  Children’s  program 
and  adult  education.  Website:  http:// 

www.salmonbayfriends.org 
—University  MM:  worship  Sundays  9:30  & 11  AM. 
4001  9th  Ave  NE,  Seattle,  WA  98105.  Carolyn 
Stevens,  Clerk,  206-324-8963.  E-mail: 
zenquake@ix.netcom.com  Donal  Sullivan,  Office 
Coordinator,  206-547-6449.  E-mail:  ufm@juno.com. 
Children’s  program  at  9:30  & 11  AM;  Youth  program; 


Handicapped  accessible.  This  large  meeting  has 
many  and  varied  areas  of  concern  and  help  for  oth- 
ers. Website:  www.scn.org/spiritual/friends/ufm.html. 
Sky  Valley  WG  (see  Sultan) 

Spokane— Spokane  WG:  worship  One  Sunday 
each  month  at  11  AM  (please  call  for  schedule) 
at  Manito  United  Methodist  Church,  3220  S Grand 
Boulevard,  Spokane,  WA  (go  to  Samaritan  Cen- 
ter at  southwest  corner  and  proceed  to  basement). 
Mail:  1218  E 12th  Ave,  Spokane,  WA  99202.  Con- 
tact: Carolynne  Myall,  1218  E.  12th  Ave,  Spokane 
WA  99202,  509-535-2464  (e-mail: 

cmindustries@earthlink.com ) or  Jackie  Truelove, 
2728  W Wabash  Ave,  Spokane,  WA  99205.  509- 
326-4496. 

Sultan— Sky  Valley  WG:  worship  Sundays  10  AM 
at  home  of  Jean  Roberts,  31724  - 124th  Street 
SE,  Sultan,  WA  98294.  360-793-0240. 

Tacoma— Tacoma  MM:  worship  Sundays  10  AM. 
3019  N 21st  St,  Tacoma,  WA  98406.  Message 
phone:  253-759-1910.  Julius  Jahn,  Co-Clerk,  253- 
582-2034  or  Kristina  Sullivan,  co-Clerk,  253-536- 
2361.  E-mail:  kristinaks@mindspring.com 
Children’s  program.  Handicapped  accessible. 
Newsletter  Editor:  Angie  Alexander,  423  So.  141st 
St.,  Tacoma,  WA,  (253-531-3747),  E-mail: 
alexanag@plu.edu. 

—Buckley  WG:  worship  Sundays  10:30  AM  at 
home  of  Laverne  & Steve  Harris,  302  Sergeant 
Street  E,  Buckley,  WA  98321,  360-825-3628.  E- 
mail:  friendlaverne@excite.com 
Tumwater— Olympia  MM:  worship  Sundays  10 
AM.  219  B Street  SW,  Tumwater,  WA  98512.  Su- 
san Dimitroff,  Clerk,  360-357-3853.  Children's 
program. 

Vashon— Vashon  Friends  WG:  worship  Sundays 
10  AM  at  members'  homes.  Mail:  PO  Box  1501, 
Vashon,  WA  98070.  Contact  Joy  Goldstein,  206- 
567-4087.  Child  care  provided  during  worship 
most  Sundays.  E-mail:  beachrat2@earthlink.net 
Walla  Walla— Walla  Walla  Preparative  Meeting: 
worship  Sundays  10  AM  at  Olin  Hall  Faculty 
Lounge,  Whitman  College,  Walla  Walla,  WA. 
Meeting  phone  509-522-0399.  Mail:  PO  Box  1222, 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362.  Nancy  Ball,  Clerk,  509-525- 
8566.  E-mail:  Dan  Clark,  clarkdn@charter.net  and 
Nancy  Ball,  ncb1927@yahoo.com. 

Whidbey  Island  WG— worship  every  Sunday  at  1 0 
AM.  at  the  Whidbey  Institute  Community  Room, 
on  the  corner  of  Hwy  525  and  Frost  Ave.  in 
Clinton.  Contact  Gayle  Austin,  2085  E.  Brainers 
Rd,  Langley,  WA  98260,  (360)  730-2045.  E-mail: 
wavy@whidbey.com 

Yakima— Yakima  Valley  WG:  worship  1st  & 3rd  Sun- 
days 4 PM  at  St.  Michael’s  Episcopal  Church  (s.e. 
corner  of  Naches  & Yakima  Aves.),  4th  Sundays  10 
AM  at  members'  homes,  2nd  & 5th  Sundays  5 PM 
in  members'  homes.  Contact:  Leni  Skarin,  Clerk, 
4504  Surrey  Lane,  Yakima  WA  98908,  509-965- 
6275.  E-mail:  skarin@earthlink.net 
Wyoming 

Sheridan— Sheridan  WG:  Contact  Robert  Murphy  or 
Georgia  Foster,  1 300  Martin  Ave,  Sheridan  WY  82801 . 
307-672-6779.  E-mail:  murfos@wavecom.net. 
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Intermountain  YM 
Needs  Your  Help 
and  Support 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  held 
at  Ghost  Ranch,  near  Abiquiu,  New 
Mexico,  June  11  through  14,  2003,  with  ad- 
ditional seminars  on  the  “ early  days  ” of 
June  8-10.  Bruce  Birchard,  Executive  Sec- 
retary of  Friends  General  Conference,  will 
be  the  guest  resource  speaker  and  will 
speak  to  the  threat  or  actuality  of  war  and 
the  foundation  of  our  Quaker  peace  testi- 
mony. 

Eleanor  Dart,  IMYM  Continuing 
Committee  Clerk,  wrote  the  following  re- 
port about  the  upcoming  gathering: 

Dear  Friends, 

This  week  in  Friends  Bulletin  I found 
pictures  of  smiling  teenagers,  children  of 
the  Young  Friends  I hung  out  with  at  Yearly 
Meetings  when  I was  a teen,  long  before 
IMYM  was  bom.  We  have  grown  up.  How 
did  it  happen?  Where  did  the  time  go?  And 
we  are  still  Quakers,  with  teenage  Quaker 
children,  and  even  grandchildren.  I am  so 
glad.  I know  that  the  Yearly  Meetings  we 
attended  together  are  a vital  part  of  the  spiri- 
tual fabric  that  still  connects  us. 

IMYM  too  has  grown  up.  IMYM  was 
bom  in  1975,  as  “a  fellowship  of  Monthly 
Meetings  in  the  area  of  the  inter-mountain 
west...  founded  on  a philosophy  of  mini- 
mal organization  and  minimal  budget...  The 
annual  budget  should  provide  adequate 
child  care,  an  inspirational  program  for 
young  and  adult  Friends,  and  a smooth  but 
simple  administration.” 

Our  Guide  to  Operations  continues, 
“The  annual  gathering...  is  a spiritually  en- 
riching occasion  as  Friends  seek  guidance 
from  the  Light  Within  and  share  their  di- 
verse insights  and  concerns  for  service  in 
the  larger  world.”  This  continues  to  be  the 
most  important  part  of  what  we  do  together, 
each  year  in  June.  In  2002,  92  Friends  filled 
out  evaluations  after  IMYM.  With  almost 
a single  voice,  Friends  state  that  spiritual 
fellowship,  through  worship  sharing,  sing- 
ing, interest  groups,  and  just  being  with 
other  Friends,  is  the  best  part  of  their  Yearly 
Meeting  experience. 

In  1975,  IMYM  had  ten  member 
Monthly  Meetings,  with  twelve  Worship 
Groups  and  Preparative  Meetings  under 
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their  care.  We  had  an  annual  budget  of  ap- 
proximately $10,000.  For  our  first  twenty 
years,  we  had  two  standing  committees: 
Continuing  Committee  and  Finance  Com- 
mittee, charged  with  arranging  and  carry- 
ing out  the  annual  gathering. 

Now  in  2002  we  are  twenty-seven 
years  old.  We  have  seventeen  member 
Monthly  Meetings,  with  eighteen  Worship 
Groups  and  Preparative  Meetings  under 
their  care.  Our  proposed  budget  for  2002 
is  around  $35,000.  We  have  q voice  in  the 
world,  and  to  take  on  service  in  the  world 
as  a Yearly  Meeting.  Our  newest  year-round 
standing  committees  reflect  this  shift:  the 
Oversight  Committee  for  Joint  Service 
Projects,  and  the  Committee  on  Migrant 
and  Border  Concerns.  We  have  decided  to 
write  our  own  Faith  and  Practice. 

We  have  grown  up,  Friends.  Our  “mini- 
mal organization”  no  longer  provides  ad- 
equate time  and  personnel  to  fulfill  our  new 
grown-up  responsibilities.  Things  fall 
through  the  cracks... 

At  Executive  Committee  in  Denver  this 
fall,  Friends  considered  the  evaluations  of 
IMYM  2002.  Four  main  priorities  became 
clear,  as  we  read  your  comments. 

1 .  We  failed  to  offer  our  Junior  Young 
Friends  a quality  Yearly  Meeting  in  2002. 
This  will  be  our  most  important  task  be- 
tween now  and  June  2003.  Ghost  Ranch  can 
supply  wonderful  staff  support,  but  only  if 
we  make  our  needs  known  to  them.  Can 
we  find  qualified  Friends  willing  to  give 
time  and  energy  to  make  sure  that  our  chil- 
dren between  fifth  and  tenth  grade  have  an 
exciting,  organized,  and  well  supervised  ex- 
perience at  Yearly  Meeting?  That  they 
come  to  know  and  be  guided  by  adult  Quak- 
ers beyond  their  own  families  and  Meet- 


ings? That  the  roots  they  already  may  have 
in  Quakerism  are  nourished  and  grow  stron- 
ger? Friend,  what  are  you  led  to  do? 

2.  Our  Registration  process  needs  to 
become  stable,  simple  to  administer  and 
use,  and  consistent  over  time.  In  the  last 
five  years  we  have  used  three  different  com- 
puter programs,  and  each  new  Registrar  has 
more  or  less  had  to  reinvent  the  wheel.  Our 
Registrars  have  been  overworked,  criti- 
cized, and  not  given  adequate  support.  No 
wonder  our  IMYM  Nominating  Commit- 
tee has  so  much  trouble  finding  a team  of 
three  Friends  willing  to  take  on  this  job! 
Executive  Committee  has  created  a small 
Registration  Task  Group  to  look  into  how 
to  address  this  problem  in  a permanent  way. 
It  may  cost  us  money.  It  will  certainly  take 
time  and  expertise.  Friend,  can  you  help? 

3.  Executive  Committee  has  come  to 
feel  that  one  Continuing  Committee  meet- 
ing between  annual  gatherings  is  inad- 
equate. It  takes  time  to  plan  and  carry  out  a 
quality  annual  gathering  for  300  people, 
one  third  of  them  children.  It  takes  time  to 
provide  year-round  oversight  and  support 
to  our  standing  committees.  It  takes  time 
to  carry  out  the  business  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing between  annual  sessions.  It  takes  time, 
love,  talk  and  travel  to  keep  our  member 
Monthly  Meetings  in  touch  with  these 
things.  Continuing  Committee  is  charged 
with  doing  all  of  the  above.  We  may  need 
to  meet  at  least  once  more  each  year,  pos- 
sibly in  the  fall. 

As  stated  in  our  Guide,  we  ask  each 
member  Meeting  to  appoint  “a  member  and 
an  alternate  to  Continuing  Committee,  for 
overlapping,  renewable  terms.  Whenever 
possible,  the  alternate  should  also  attend 
Continuing  Committee  meetings.”  We  in- 
vite Worship  Groups  to  do  the  same. 


April  2003  Friends  Bulletin 


15 


Friend,  does  your  Meeting  or  Worship 
Group  have  representation  on  Continuing 
Committee?  Are  you  willing  to  serve  the 
Yearly  Meeting  in  this  way? 

4.  Nominating  Committee  has  trouble 
finding  qualified  Friends  to  do  the  work  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting.  This  is  in  part  due  to 
inadequate  support.  Most  Friends  who  have 
the  skill  and  the  desire  to  serve  the  Yearly 
Meeting  are  adults  working  at  full  time  jobs. 
Potential  Committee  Clerks,  Registrars  and 
others  might  feel  more  able  to  take  on 
daunting  tasks  if  centralized  part-time  sec- 
retarial support  were  available  to  help  with 
copying,  mailing,  computerization,  and  the 
endless  job  of  keeping  track  of  Friends  ad- 
dresses, phone  numbers  and  e-mail  connec- 
tions. 

Do  we  want  to  continue  to  be  the 
Yearly  Meeting  we  have  grown  into,  a 
Yearly  Meeting  that  is  both  an  annual  gath- 
ering for  spiritual  fellowship,  and  also  has 
a voice  and  active  service  in  the  world?  If 
so,  are  we  ready  to  provide  the  funds  and 
the  support  to  match  our  increased  role? 
Friend,  are  you  willing  to  accept  nomina- 
tion to  an  IMYM  position? 

I am  mindful  of  a scene  in  Except  for 
Me  and  Thee,  Jessamyn  West’s  second 
novel  about  the  Quaker  family  from  The 
Friendly  Persuasion.  Jess  and  Eliza 
Birdwell  have  built  a new  house  to  fit  their 
growing  family.  The  night  before  they 
move,  Eliza  is  grieving  about  leaving  their 
little  log  cabin. 

“It’s  been  a good  tight  house  to  us,” 
she  says  through  her  tears.  “I  can’t  ever 
leave  the  log  house.  It  wouldn’t  be  right.” 

Jess  wipes  her  tears,  and  says,  “Beau- 
tiful summer  night.  Summer  coming  for  us 
too.  Don’t  hear  any  Rome  Beauties  crying 
because  they  ain’t  apple  blossoms,  does 
thee?  No  little  oaks  scrunching  down  try- 
ing to  be  acorns  again?” 

“No,  Jess.” 

“No  house  is  our  home,  Eliza.  A house 
is  just  a makeshift  place  at  best,  a place  to 
fit  our  size  and  be  comfortable  in.  The 
earth’s  our  rightful  home.  And  the  sky.  And 
after  that  a house  to  suit  our  size  as  we 
grow.” 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  has 
grown,  both  in  size  and  in  our  relationship 
to  the  world.  We  need  to  make  sure  our 
“house”  suits  our  size  as  we  grow. 

Who  among  us  will  give  the  time  and 
energy  it  takes  to  bring  us  together,  young 
and  old,  on  the  green  lawns  of  Ft.  Lewis 


college,  under  the  red  rock  cliffs  of  Ghost 
Ranch,  or  wherever  we  may  meet  in  the  fu- 
ture? Friend,  what  canst  thou  do?  □ 


Utah  Friends  Fellowship 


by  Joy  Morris 
Logan  Meeting 

Utah  Friends  recently  met  for  their  Mid- 
Winter  quarterly  Gathering  in  Logan, 
Utah.  They  met  on  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.  weekend,  which  coincided  with  the  na- 
tional march  for  peace  in  Washington,  DC, 
and  various  similar  marches  all  over  the 
country. 

Mike  Gray  (Fort  Collins  Monthly 
Meeting  and  Cascabel  worship  group  in 
Cascabel,  Arizona)  and  Candy  Boyd  ( St. 
Louis  Monthly  Meeting  and  Cascabel  wor- 
ship group)  were  the  guest  speakers.  They 
shared  their  work  with  the  AFSC-IMYM 
(Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting)  joint  ser- 
vice project.  They  shared  information  on 
projects  they  do  with  the  Lakota  Indians  in 
South  Dakota,  Seri  Indians  on  the  Sea  of 
Cortez  in  Mexico,  and  a rural  Mexican 
community,  La  Mesa  de  Abajo,  in  the  Si- 
erra Madre  Mountain  range.  Several  Quak- 
ers in  our  meeting  are  considering  doing  a 
service  project  this  coming  May  with  the 
Seri  Indians,  helping  with  the  seaweed  har- 
vest. 

The  highlight  of  the  gathering  was  a 
peace  march  to  express  our  opposition  to  a 
war  against  Iraq.  The  Logan  community 
was  invited  to  join  us  for  the  march.  We 
were  surprised  and  thrilled  when  about  230 
people  from  town  joined  the  50  or  so  of  us 
for  the  march.  Quaker  kids  and  adults  made 
posters  with  a variety  of  anti-war  messages. 
It  was  wonderful  to  receive  the  support  of 
the  community,  as  people  driving  by 
honked  their  support  and  rolled  down  win- 


dows to  applaud,  give  us  thumbs  up,  and 
the  V peace  sign  with  their  fingers.  We  met 
at  the  courthouse  for  a moment  of  silence, 
a message  from  one  of  our  group,  and  sing- 
ing of  peace  songs. 

Other  highlights  of  the  weekend  in- 
cluded a creativity  night,  bowling  for  the 
Quaker  youth,  and  a wonderful  pancake 
breakfast  hosted  by  the  Quaker  youth.  It 
was  a wonderful  weekend  to  be  a Quaker. 
“Be  the  change  you  want  to  see  in  the 
world.”  Gandhi.  □ 

American  Friends 
Service  Committee: 
Focusing  New  Light,  Not 
Just  Reflecting  Past  Glory 

by  Lanny  Jay 
Redwood  Forest  Meeting 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  (PYM)  Friends 
may  recall  the  concerns  aired  at  our 
2002  annual  gathering.  Friends’  concerns 
spanned  several  categories.  Was  the  AFSC 
becoming  a top-down,  Philadelphia-ruled 
bureaucracy?  Had  highly  qualified  Friends 
been  alienated  or  denied  promotions  be- 
cause they  lacked  a requisite  commitment 
to  adhere  to  national  policy?  Will  existing 
programs  and  local  needs  be  jettisoned  or  ig- 
nored in  favor  of  goals  set  through  the  “vi- 
sioning process”?  Was  the  “visioning  pro- 
cess” a costly,  minimally  productive  manage- 
ment tool  for  changing  direction?  And  should 
the  call  for  criminal  background  checks  for 
those  who  work  with  juveniles  be  resisted? 

As  one  of  PYM’s  five  representatives 
who  participated  in  the  2002  annual  meet- 
ing of  nearly  two  hundred  members  of  the 
AFSC  Corporation,  I speak  in  this  report 
on  that  experience  only  for  myself.  As  far 
as  I observed  that  weekend’s  many  events, 
no  concerns  regarding  staff  morale  or  hir- 
ing decisions  were  aired  with  the  notable 
exception  of  Carl  Magruder’s  closing  min- 
istry, which  brought  forth  those  roiling, 
West  Coast  concerns.  And  the  matter  of 
criminal  background  checks  surfaced  only 
in  small  discussion  groups  and  some  pri- 
vate conversations.  It  appears,  however, 
that  the  unionized  New  England  region  will 
be  excused  from  conducting  such  checks, 
while  the  Pacific  Mountain  region  will 
implement  a program  compatible  with 
Northern  California  sensibilities. 
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Following,  as  I learned,  two  decades 
of  failed  attempts  to  discern  goals  and  unify 
behind  a long-range  plan,  the  “visioning 
process”  heralds  a radical  departure  from 
the  past  while  holding  out  the  hope  that 
nothing  will  be  sacrificed  along  the  way. 
Setting  goals  that,  in  some  instances,  call 
upon  the  AFSC  to  strive  to  change  the  very 
nature  of  the  political  debate,  and  in  other 
instances,  envision  specific,  long-lasting 
reforms,  is  what  I mean  by  a radical  depar- 
ture from  past  AFSC  efforts.  A small  sam- 
pling of  these  new  goals  encompasses: 

• ECONOMIC  JUSTICE:  “Change  the 
political  framework  with  respect  to  trade, 
debt,  financing  for  development,  housing, 
. . . and  work  for  passage  of  a Bill  of  Eco- 
nomic Rights  based  on  the  common  good.” 

• HUMAN  MOBILITY:  Promote  the 
acceptance  of  “migrants,  refugees  and  dis- 
placed persons  as  central  actors  in  ensur- 
ing both  broad  respect  for  [their  human] 
rights  and  the  accountability  of  competent 
local,  national  and  international  governing 
bodies  [for]  policies  and  practices  that  are 
just  and  equitable.” 

• PEACE  BUILDING:  Bring  about 
the  sharp  curtailment  of  “military  budgets 
and  spending,  military  aid,  and  deployment 
of  military  forces  and  bases  ...  all  over  the 
world.” 

•CRIMINAL JUSTICE:  “Abolish the 
US  penal  system  (including  use  of  the  death 
penalty)  and  build  community-based  mod- 
els of  justice  that  address  the  human  rights 
and  long-term  needs  of  both  victims  and 
offenders  within  a framework  of  nonvio- 
lence, healing,  accountability,  and  social 
and  economic  justice.” 

• HUMANITARIAN  ASSISTANCE: 
“Convene  like-minded  NGOs  to  develop  a 
Disaster  Early  Warning  System”  and 
“proactively  address  natural  and  human- 
made  causes  of  disaster.” 

• YOUTH  LEADERSHIP:  “Develop 
a general  framework  for  working  with 
young  people”  and  “actively  promote  the 
formation  of  networks  of  young  people  who 
are  working  to  end  various  forms  of  dis- 
crimination and  injustice.” 

One  of  the  wonderful  things  about 
such  far-reaching  goals  is  that  even  incom- 
plete success  would,  in  any  of  the  cited 
endeavors,  be  a great  achievement.  For 
example,  if  the  Service  Committee  fails  to 
create  a prison-free  society,  but  manages 


to  bring  an  end  to  the  death  penalty,  who 
could  call  that  failure?  Similarly,  if  the  Ser- 
vice Committee  fails  to  replace  “free  trade” 
with  fair  trade,  but  with  others  brings  about 
the  broad  forgiveness  of  Third  World  debt, 
who  could  call  that  failure? 

Unity  behind  the  new  set  of  goals  was 
assured  in  the  manner  that  funding  bills  are 
frequently  enacted:  by  including  something 
for  everyone.  Here  the  universal  something 
was  the  addition  of  new  programs  to  pro- 
mote the  new  goals  coupled  with  no  cur- 
tailment of  existing  program  and  staffing 
commitments.  The  visionary  new  goals 
were  approved  as  a new  layer  of  activity  to 
be  paid  for  and  achieved  through  new  fund- 
ing and  enhanced  fundraising.  Whether  an 
additional  $47,000,000  can  be  raised  over 
the  next  five  years,  and  whether  that  pro- 
jected amount  will  be  adequate  to  the  tasks, 
will  only  be  known  with  the  fullness  of  time. 
It  is,  however,  as  Jimmy  Carter  is  purported 
to  have  counseled  at  his  first  Habitat  for 
Humanity  board  meeting,  far  wiser  to  set  a 
lofty  goal  and  achieve  only  partial  success 
than  to  set  and  fulfill  a safe  fundraising  goal. 
(Whereupon,  Habitat  set  a goal  of  $ 1 0,000, 
000  instead  of  either  the  one  or  five  mil- 
lion dollar  goal  they  were  considering,  and 
went  on  to  raise  $14,000,000  at  that  time.) 

We  were  assured  by  General  Secretary 
Ellen  McNish  that  programmatic  changes 
to  make  existing  efforts  fit  in  among  the 
six  goal  categories  will  require  scant  effort 
and  maneuvering;  the  plan’s  categories  or 
goals  are  quite  broad  and  the  creativity  of 
AFSC  regional  staff  knows  few  limits.  But 
some  hard  choices  may  have  to  be  faced  if 
the  necessary  funds  are  wanting. 

While  fundamental  humanitarian 
change  comprises  the  heart  of  the  five-year 
plan  that  emerged  from  the  “visioning  pro- 
cess,” the  motivation  behind  the  plan,  at 
least  in  part,  is  as  selfish  as  the  marketing 
of  Coca-Cola.  Few  high  school  and  col- 
lege students  know  what  the  AFSC  is  or 
what  it  has  accomplished  since  its  found- 
ing in  1917.  It  is,  therefore,  unabashedly 
hoped  that  by  its  efforts  to  achieve  these 
goals  the  AFSC  can  become  known  today 
and  in  the  future.  It  is  even  intended  that 
the  Service  Committee’s  eight-pointed  star 
will  find  one  fixed  design  and  become  the 
AFSC’s  widely  recognized  logo.  A trade- 
mark star  which  sheds  new  light  rather  than 
an  organization  lit  by  the  reflected  light  of 
past  glories. 

As  one  Friend  noted,  the  plan  was 


“praised  with  faint  damn.”  And  so,  with 
no  trade-offs  required  so  long  as  the  nec- 
essary funds  can  be  raised,  Friends  easily 
came  to  unity. 

Following  markedly  less  than  an  hour’s 
discussion,  Friends  also  came  easily  to 
unity  regarding  material  support — continu- 
ing benefits  and  payment  of  wages — for 
staff  who  are  arrested  for  their  individual 
witness  in  opposition  to  the  looming  war 
against  Iraq.  While  their  acts  of  conscience 
will  be  their  own — neither  done  in  the 
AFSC’s  name,  nor  authorized  or  ratified  by 
the  Service  Committee  due  to  legal  con- 
cerns— the  AFSC’s  reputation  will  be  well 
served  by  our  making  it  possible  for  staff 
to  follow  their  conscience  without  putting 
their  jobs  in  jeopardy.  □ 

Friends  General 
Conference: 
Serving  the  Needs 
of  Unprogrammed 
Friends 

by  Margaret  Sorrel 
University  Meeting,  Seattle,  WA 

I have  been  serving  on  Friends  General 
Conference  Central  Committee  and  its 
Long  Range  Conference  Planning  Commit- 
tee for  the  last  three  years.  I believe  it  has 
been  the  deepest,  most  spiritually  reward- 
ing service  I have  done  for  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  since  I served  as  Pre- 
siding Clerk  of  NPYM,  almost  a decade 
ago. 

I experience  that  the  work  of  Central 
Committee  and  its  subcommittees  takes 
place  in  a spirit  of  worship  in  which  divine 
leadings  guide  those  assembled.  Friends 
General  Conference  is  a service  organiza- 
tion that  seeks  to  serve  Friends  and  Friends 
Meetings.  It  does  so  by  providing  oppor- 
tunities to  increase  communication  among 
Friends.  It  seeks  ways  to  enrich  the  spiri- 
tual life  of  our  religious  society  and  to  pro- 
vide services  and  resources  to  Friends  and 
Friends  Meetings.  Representatives  from 
the  fourteen  affiliated  yearly  meetings  and 
eight  directly  affiliated  monthly  meetings, 
as  well  as  other  Friends  whose  skills  and 
desires  contribute  to  the  work  of  Central 
Committee  comprise  the  membership  of 
Central  Committee. 
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The  service  work  of  Friends  General 
Conference,  carried  out  through  its  subcom- 
mittees, is  varied  and  continually  evolving. 
Inspiring  detailed  reports  of  this  commit- 
tee work  comprise  thirty  written  pages.  I 
will  offer  an  overview  of  some  committees’ 
work  and  offer  a few  highlights  that  I find 
particularly  uplifting. 

Religious  Education  Committee, 
whose  resource  materials  are  well  known 
to  Friends,  is  also  overseeing  exciting  pro- 
grams aimed  at  keeping  our  young  Friends 
involved  in  Quakerism. 

Advancement  and  Outreach  Commit- 
tee listens  and  responds  to  the  needs  of 
yearly  and  monthly  meetings.  This  commit- 
tee created  a new  website,  Quaker 
Finder.org,  which  enables  any  user  to  type 
in  a city  and  state  or  zip  code  and  be  of- 
fered information  about  the  six  meetings 
or  worship  groups  closest  to  that  location. 
This  information  will  need  continual  up- 
dating and  I encourage  you  to  check  the 
site  for  accuracy  about  your  meeting.  Cor- 
rections are  made  monthly. 

Ministry  and  Nurture  Committee  re- 
cently sponsored  a small  conference  entitled 
Nurturing  the  Meeting  Community  and  con- 
tinues to  provide  scholarships  for  six  high 
school  age  Friends  to  attend  the  Pendle  Hill 
Clerking  workshop.  Their  Traveling  Minis- 
tries Program  and  Yearly  Meeting  Visitors 
provide  nurture  to  Friends’  spiritual  lives. 


Christian  and  Interfaith  Relations 
Committee  seeks  to  respond  to  interfaith 
groups  and  to  build  bridges  between  un- 
programmed and  programmed  Friends. 
The  presence  of  Friends  at  the  World  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  has  encouraged  that  group 
to  consider  consensus  as  a possible  form 
of  decision  making. 

Publications  and  Distributions  Com- 
mittee assists  in  the  spiritual  growth  of 
Friends  through  the  publication  program  of 
Quaker  Press  of  FGC  and  the  distribution 
program  of  QuakerBooks  of  FGC  (previ- 
ously the  FGC  Bookstore).  Their  website 
has  been  revised  and  revitalized  this  year. 
Friends  should  consider  doing  all  their  book 
buying  through  QuakerBooks  of  FGC.  Any 
book  can  be  ordered  and  if  we  did  so  the 
bookstore  would  be  self  sustaining. 

Development  Committee  saw  the  suc- 
cessful completion  of  the  Capital  Campaign 
which  not  only  exceeded  its  fundraising 
goal  of  two  million  dollars  but  also  in- 
creased Friend-to-Friend  contact  and 
awareness  and  appreciation  for  the  won- 
derful service  that  FGC  provides  to  our 
Religious  Society. 

The  Committee  for  Ministry  on  Rac- 
ism led  a workshop  at  New  England  Yearly 
Meeting  last  year  which  served  as  a cata- 
lyst for  that  same  yearly  meeting  this  year 
to  schedule  four  racism  workshops,  to  fo- 
cus worship  sharing  groups  using  racism 
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For  complete  information  about  the  2003  Gathering  of  Friends  contact: 
Friends  General  Conference  • 1216  Arch  Street,  2B  • Philadelphia,  PA  19107 
Telephone:  (215)  561-1700  • E-mail:  gathering@fgcquaker.org 
Web:  www.fgcquaker.org/gathering 


queries  and  to  have  a plenary  session 
speaker  on  racism.  This  newest  commit- 
tee of  FGC  has  also  done  powerful  work  at 
FGC  Gatherings  over  the  past  several  years. 

Long  Range  Conference  Planning 
Committee  oversees  the  annual  Gathering 
of  FGC.  Central  Committee  this  year  re- 
newed its  intent  to  bring  the  Gathering  to 
Western  Canada  in  2006.  A Preparative 
Committee  (subcommittee  of  Long  Range 
Conference  Planning)  was  formed  and  two 
NPYM  friends  were  invited  to  serve  on  this 
committee.  Much  preliminary  work  will  be 
done  this  year,  hopefully  resulting  in  FGC’s 
firm  commitment  for  this  Gathering  by  next 
year. 

This  probable  Western  Gathering  rep- 
resents an  unparalleled  opportunity  for 
Friends  from  the  three  western  unaffiliated 
yearly  meetings.  I hope  we  can  recognize 
the  gift  that  this  is,  that  we  will  offer  our 
skills  and  experience  to  help  in  planning, 
and  that  we  will  turn  out  in  record  num- 
bers. I believe  we  should  seriously  con- 
sider seeing  the  2006  Gathering  as  our  time 
for  summer  spiritual  renewal,  rather  than  a 
full  Annual  Session.  Might  NPYM  con- 
sider holding  an  abbreviated  one  day  busi- 
ness session  that  year  on  the  same  campus 
just  before  or  after  the  Gathering?  Might 
PYM  and  IMYM  consider  the  same,  pos- 
sibly at  another  time  or  location?  I hope 
we  will  give  this  our  prayerful  consider- 
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ation  over  the  coming  year  or  two. 

I hope  this  report  makes  clear  that  FGC 
is  a service  organization  with  a purpose  that 
far  exceeds  the  Gathering.  Resources  and 
services  of  FGC  exist  to  nurture  our  spiri- 
tual lives,  to  help  foster  connections  across 
North  America  and  to  help  us  strengthen 
our  sense  of  community  as  unprogrammed 
Friends.  The  Gathering  is  one  such  re- 
source and  affords  us  a chance  truly  to  feel 
our  common  heritage,  passions  and  unity 
as  a community  of  unprogrammed  Friends. 
I encourage  more  Friends  from  our  west 
coast  yearly  meetings  to  consider  service 
on  FGC  Central  Committee.  We  have  much 
to  learn  and  much  to  offer.  □ 


Have  You  Thought  About 
Attending  the  Annual  Gathering 
of  Friends  General  Conference? 

Peg  Bernstein,  Salmon  Bay  Monthly  Meet- 
ing (Seattle,  WA),  writes:  I attended  FGC’s 
Annual  Gathering  several  times  in  the 
1980’s,  while  living  in  the  Philadelphia 
area. My  work  schedule  changed,  making 
that  particular  week  impossible  for  vaca- 
tion. I always  missed  it,  so  I was  delighted 
when,  in  1999,  my  work  changed  again, 
making  it  possible  to  attend,  despite  the  fact 
that  I had  moved  to  Seattle  in  the  interim. 

My  niece  Sarah,  then  1 1 , expressed  an 
interest  in  going  with  me.  She  has  gone  each 
year  since  and  this  year  we  will  take  her 
younger  sister  Megan  as  well.  It  is  clear  to 
me  that  Gathering  has  strengthened  her 
understanding  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
Quaker,  taught  her  to  center  for  an  hour  in 
Meeting,  introduced  her  to  wonderful 
people  and  has  been  a bonding  experience 
for  the  two  of  us. 

1 attend  primarily,  though  not  exclu- 
sively, in  order  to  attend  Friends  for  Les- 
bian and  Gay  Concerns’  gathering  within 
the  Gathering.  I also  attend  FLGC’s  Win- 
ter Gathering  whenever  possible.  I center 
my  activity  at  Gathering  around  FLGC  ac- 
tivities: Meeting  for  Worship  each  after- 
noon, Meeting  for  Business  two  to  three 
times  during  Gathering,  social  activities 
under  FLGC’s  care.  For  many  years  I 
worked  with  Junior  Gathering  to  defray  the 
cost  of  Annual  Gathering.  While  I learned 
a lot  from  doing  so,  I have  very  much  ap- 
preciated participating  in  workshops  the  last 
two  years.  Both  have  enriched  my  spiritual 
life.  I led  an  adult  education  hour  in  my 
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Meeting  based  on  one  of  them. 

I love  to  bathe  in  the  warmth  of  the 
large  intentional  community  which  is  Sum- 
mer Gathering.  What  a varied  and  interest- 
ing group  of  people  we  are!  No  less  than 
Sarah,  I look  forward  to  it  all  year. 

(For  more  information,  see  FGC  ad  on 
bottom  of  p.  18.) 

Scholarship  Support 
Available  to  Help  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  Youth  Attend 
FGC  Annual  Gatherings 

T’he  support  is  available  to  help  cover 
travel  costs,  registration,  and  room  and 
board  fees  for  FGC  events.  PYM  Junior  and 
Young  Friends  ( 1 Oth  graders  as  of  July  2003 
through  age  25)  may  apply. 

To  ask  for  support,  PYM  youth  are  en- 
couraged to  register  for  the  2003  FGC 
Gathering  by  May  9.  Each  Friend  who  is 
seeking  assistance  from  this  special  schol- 
arship fund  needs  to  include  with  their  reg- 
istration a letter  from  their  monthly  meet- 
ing (or  an  appropriate  person  therein)  which 
tells  about  the  youth’s  involvement  with 
Quakers  and  the  amount  of  scholarship  sup- 


A Quaker  Translation 
of  the  Too  Teh  Chlng ? 

by  Anthony  Manousos 

Quaker  artist  Fritz  Eichenberg  was  pro- 
foundly inspired  by  Taoism,  as  he  ex- 
plained in  a Pendle  Hill  pamphlet  called 
Art  and  Faith.  Herrymon  Maurer,  a close 
friend  of  Eichenberg,  translated  the  Tao 
Teh  Ching  from  a Quaker/Hasidic  (or  as 
Herrymon  would  say,  “prophetic”)  view- 
point. Although  now  out  of  print,  this  book 
had  a profound  influence  on  many  Friends. 
Indeed,  Herrymon  helped  to  introduce  me 
to  Quakerism. 

Using  a Taoist  perspective,  Herrymon 
explored  a wide  range  of  contemporary  so- 
cial issues  and  problems,  from  sexuality  to 
fundamentalism,  from  social  activism  to 
monetary  policy,  from  publicity-seeking  to 
our  obsession  with  violence  and  war.  At  the 
root  of  all  our  problems  (and  our  sometimes 
knee-jerk  responses  to  them)  Herrymon 
saw  self-will,  or  addiction  to  self. 

Those  who’d  like  to  find  out  more 
about  Herrymon’s  work  can  check  out  the 


port  they  will  need.  Although  this  scholar- 
ship help  is  available  to  pay  the  full  costs 
of  attending  the  Gathering,  including  travel, 
applicants  are  encouraged  to  seek  assis- 
tance from  their  meeting  and  to  pay  some 
of  the  costs  themselves. 

This  is  a terrific  opportunity  to  learn  a 
lot  more  about  Quakerism  and  to  become 
part  of  a unique  and  wondrous  Quaker  com- 
munity from  throughout  North  America. 

For  more  information,  contact  Liz 
Perch,  FGC  Conference  Coordinator,  215- 
561-1700,  lizp@fgcquaker.org.  □ 


Book  Reviews 


“Letting  That  Go,  Keeping  This:  The  Spiri- 
tual Pilgrimage  of  Fritz  Eichenberg”  by 
Philip  Hamden.  Pendle  Hill  Pamphlet  353 
(2001).  Review  by  Lincoln  Moses,  Palo 
Alto  (CA)  Friends  Meeting. 

The  author,  a Quaker,  introduces  the 
reader  to  a distinguished  artist,  a wood 
engraver  and  lithographer,  also  a Quaker. 
Fritz  Eichenberg,  German  bom  but  living 
in  the  USA  since  1 933,  is  revealed  as  a sen- 
sitive, articulate,  dedicated  person.  His 


Lao  Tzu  by  Fritz  Eichenberg 
from  the  Pendle  Hill  pamphlet 
“. Letting  That  Go,  Keeping  This  " 
by  Philip  Hamden 

editor’s  website  at  westernquaker.net/ 
editor.htm.  There  you  can  find  an  article 
entitled  “Herrymon  Maurer  and  the  Tao  of 
Quakerism”  (which  was  recently  published 
in  Quaker  Theology).  □ 
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work  seems  hauntingly  familiar,  and  at  the 
same  time  new  to  this  reader.  The  seven  page- 
sized woodcuts  contribute  strongly  to  the  task 
of  acquainting  the  reader  with  Eichenberg. 

Hamden  identifies  five  “special  influ- 
ences” that  he  believes  helped  shaped 
Eichenberg’s  development:  the  animals, 
the  Chinese  sage  Lao  Tzu,  the  Russian  nov- 
elists (especially  Dostoevsky),  the  Quak- 
ers, and  The  Catholic  Worker. 

The  reader  will  find  each  of  these  themes 
graciously  and  clearly  elaborated,  together 
forming  a concise,  and  enticing,  character 
sketch  of  a man  one  soon  wishes  to  know 
better.  Generous  citations  to  Eichenberg’s 
published  works  are  given  in  the  notes,  and 
will  help  to  realize  these  wishes. 

I much  enjoyed  reading  this  Pendle 
Hill  Pamphlet  and  believe  that  many  oth- 
ers will  also  find  it  delightful.  O 

Escavating  Jesus:  Beneath  the  Stones,  Be- 
hind the  Texts  by  John  Dominic  Crossan 
and  Jonathan  L.  Reed.  Harper  San  Fran- 
cisco, 2002.  298  pages.  $ 19.95/paperback. 
Review  by  Lanny  Jay,  Redwood  Forest 
Meeting,  Santa  Rosa,  CA. 

The  authors’  thesis  is  that  the  best  way 
to  approach  the  historical  Jesus— a 
person  who  spoke  to  the  disaffected,  first 
century  Jewish  peasantry — is  by  combin- 
ing critical  analysis  of  the  available  writ- 
ten sources,  both  the  four  gospels  and  non- 
canonized  accounts,  with  contemporary  ar- 
chaeological discoveries.  Joining  these  to- 
gether, the  authors  portray  Jesus  as  a first 
century  Jew  living  in  a newly  Romanized 
land.  Someone  reacting  to  the  combined 
experience  of  “colony-based  resistance 
against  external  imperial  control  [and] 
class-based  resistance  against  internal  aris- 
tocratic power.”  Such  behavior  was  in 
keeping  with  Israelite  tradition  of  resistance 
to  both  foreign  domination  and  foreign  or 
domestic  exploitation.  In  essence,  the  Ro- 
man experience  and  Jewish  traditions  which 
Jesus  knew  were  those  of  a Lower  Galilee 
peasant;  he  witnessed  firsthand  the  rural  ex- 
ploitation upon  which  the  consolidation  of 
wealth  and  growth  of  cities  was  founded. 

Jesus  lived  at  a time  when  religion  and 
politics  were  fused,  and  in  a place,  cultur- 
ally speaking,  where  ethics  and  economics 
were  one.  In  that  world,  Caesar’s  legiti- 
macy (read:  power)  came  from  God.  In 
Jesus’  Jewish  homeland,  love  (agape) 
meant  far  more  than  giving  alms  to  the 
poor — it  implied  “equitably  distributing 


what  is  God’s.”  The  “Old”  Testament  (in- 
cluding the  Hebrew  Torah)  commanded  an 
equitable  distribution  of  a land  that  be- 
longed to  a just  God,  but  amid  the 
“Romanization,  urbanization,  and  commer- 
cialization” then  taking  hold,  it  was  safer 
to  speak  of  the  land’s  bounty  than,  as  the 
doctrine  of  Jubilee  addressed,  the  very  land 
which  bore  the  fruits,  grains,  grasses  and 
nuts  which  sustained  life. 

As  Crossan  and  Reed  see  it,  the  “king- 
dom movement  of  Jesus”  was  radically  sub- 
versive. Its  opposition  to  Romanized  ur- 
banization and  commerce,  and  to  the  rural 
exploitation  which  was  necessary  to  sus- 
tain cities  and  build  private  fortunes,  was 
grounded  in  the  Torah’s  covenantal  prom- 
ise of  a kingdom  of  God — a kingdom  that 
Jesus  and  his  followers  were  communally 
living  into  existence. 

The  resurrection,  then,  was  the  inau- 
guration of  God’s  just  world,  and  when 
Jesus’  “resurrection  was  no  longer  prima- 
rily about  the  justice  of  God,  but  about  the 
survival  of  us,”  its  profound  importance 
was  lost.  While  the  authors  stop  just  short 
of  saying  so,  the  313  C.E.  Edict  of  Milan, 
which  legitimated  Christianity  within  the 
Roman  state,  soon  meant  that  the  radically 
just  world  that  the  followers  of  the  cruci- 
fied Jesus  were  busy  creating  with  their 
lives  would  be  marginalized  by  those  who 
traded  in  marble,  ate  off  of  silver  bowls, 
and,  in  keeping  with  the  demands  of  em- 
pire, valued  productivity,  commerce  and  the 
unrestrained  accumulation  of  wealth.  The 
Christianity  of  the  Roman  conquerors  re- 
flected their  economic  imperatives  far 
above  the  distributively  just  society  that  the 
Torah  and  Jesus  both  promised. 

This  work  not  only  locates  Jesus  for 
us  in  his  rebellious  first  century  world,  a 
world  in  which  non-violent  resistance  to 
Roman  authority  was  not  unknown,*  but 
calls  to  our  attention  that  man’s  disarmed 
and  disarming  ways.  As  related  in  the  Q 
Gospel,  Matthew  10:10  and  Luke  9:3,  the 
historical  Jesus  forbad  even  the  carrying  of 
a staff— the  common  man’s  usual  defensive 
weapon.  This  prohibition  was  later  trans- 
muted in  Mark  6:8  into  permission  to  fend 
off  thieves  and  wild  dogs.  When  asked  the 
trick  question  regarding  the  law  (Torah)  and 
Caesar’s  taxes,  that  man  Jesus  revealed  that 
he  saw  and  resolved  a deeper  issue — 
whether  or  not  to  carry  Roman  coins.  That 
Jesus  had  opted  out  of,  or  perhaps  never 
joined,  the  money  economy  is  proffered  as 


the  real  meaning  of  Jesus’  request  that  his 
interlocutors  show  him  a coin. 

While  initially  slow,  and  at  times  re- 
petitive, this  collaborative  effort  to  “find” 
Jesus  in  his  world  is  well  worth  reading.  It 
introduces  us  to  a person  who  could  easily 
be  a Friends  today,  albeit  one  of  those 
Friends  who  others  may  think  of  as  a bit  of 
an  unrealistic  extremist.  □ 

*On  two  recorded  occasions,  Caesarea 
in  26-27  C.E.  and  Ptolemais  in  40-41  C.E., 
concerted  Jewish  protests  risked  mass  ex- 
ecutions and  achieved  Roman  withdrawal 
of  graven  images  from  Jerusalem.  The  Is- 
raelites’ willingness  to  die  en  masse  (and 
thus  leave  their  fields  unsown)  forced  first 
Pontius  Pilate  and  later  Gaius  Caligula  to 
relent  and  withdraw  the  offending  symbols. 


" Peace  Quilt”  continued  from  p.  10 

a student  came  down  and  paused  to  look  at 
it.  She  remained  a long  time  studying  it  and 
the  explanatory  card  beside  it.  The  librar- 
ian told  me  that  over  the  past  month,  many 
people  had  paused  to  admire  it.  But  now,  it 
was  time  to  take  it  down  and  store  it  in  a 
safe  place.  Too  much  exposure  to  dust  and 
changes  in  humidity  could  damage  the  quilt. 
However,  like  all  other  documents  in  the 
Peace  Collection,  it  would  be  available  to 
all  scholars  and  it  could  be  ordered  from 
storage  for  viewing. 

Now,  Jean’s  quilt  honoring  the  witness 
of  the  conscientious  objectors  of  WWII  in 
CPS  98  will  be  in  plain  view  for  the  whole 
world  of  historians  and  visitors  to 
Swarthmore  College.  □ 

* Hidden  in  Plain  View:  A Secret  History  of 
Quilts  and  the  Underground  Railroad  by 
Jacqueline  L.  Tobin  and  Raymond  G.  Dobard, 
Ph.D.  Doubleday,  1999,  New  York. 


Memorial  Minutes 


Margaret  (Peg)  Phillips 

Margaret  Linton,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Myrtle  Linton,  was  bom  Septem- 
ber 20,  1918  in  Everett,  Washington.  She 
had  a younger  brother,  Stanley,  and  sister, 
Ruth.  She  was  a birthright  member  of 
Friends  Evangelical  Church,  later  affiliat- 
ing with  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  and  the 
past  thirty  years  she  has  been  a member  of 
Eastside  Friends  Meeting  in  Bellevue, 
Washington.  Peg  died  November  7,  2002. 
She  was  84. 
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When  she  was  16  she  went  to  work  as 
a bookkeeper,  and  at  19  married  Daniel 
Greene.  Daniel  was  in  the  Navy  so  his  as- 
signment took  them  first  to  Long  Beach, 
California,  and  in  1941  to  Hawaii  where 
their  first  child,  Elizabeth,  was  bom.  They 
were  there  when  the  Japanese  attacked 
Pearl  Harbor.  Peg’s  family  was  evacuated 
in  May  of  1942  and  moved  to  New  York 
City.  In  February  of  1944  her  second  child, 
Katie,  was  bom.  The  war  ended  as  did  Peg’s 
marriage. 

Four  years  later  she  married  Chester 
Phillips.  They  had  two  children,  Virginia 
and  Arthur.  Arthur  died  in  a tragic  accident 
when  he  was  20  years  old.  This  marriage 
ended  in  1957  and  Peg  went  to  work  as  an 
accountant  in  Santa  Cruz,  California,  which 
made  it  possible  to  pay  the  bills  and  raise  her 
four  children.  During  this  time  she  contracted 
polio. 

After  the  children  were  grown,  she 
worked  for  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  for  eight  years  as  a fund  raiser. 
In  the  late  1960’s,  she  initiated  a volunteer 
program  for  “street  kids”  in  the  Fillmore 
District  in  San  Francisco.  At  her  memorial 
service  one  of  these  “Fillmore  kids”  spoke 
passionately  about  her  experience  on  a 
camping  trip  organized  by  Peg.  Peg  con- 
tinued this  program  for  eight  years  and  it 
was  here  that  her  love  of  working  with  chil- 
dren at  risk  began. 

In  the  mid  70s,  Peg  moved  to 
Woodinville,  Washington  and  bought  a 
1 00-year-old  house  with  acreage.  With  the 
help  of  a grandson,  she  started  a nursery 
and  built  a greenhouse,  which  she  operated 
along  with  being  an  accountant  for  a the- 
ater in  Bellevue.  After  retiring  at  age  66, 
she  enrolled  in  the  University  of  Washing- 
ton Drama  School,  carrying  out  a lifelong 
dream  of  becoming  a professional  actress. 
During  the  first  two  years  she  was  “discov- 
ered”. Her  acting  career  took  off  and  a 
degree  was  set  aside— temporarily,  she 
thought. 

In  1990  she  auditioned  for  a role  in 
“Northern  Exposure,”  a CBS  series  set  in 
the  fictional  town  of  Cicely,  Alaska.  She 
developed  the  role  of  the  storekeeper,  Ruth- 
Anne  Miller,  and  became  a much-loved 
character  of  the  series  which  ran  for  five 
years.  She  appeared  in  at  least  eight  mov- 
ies, a number  of  television  commercials, 
and  made  guest  appearances  on  “7th 
Heaven,”  “Touched  by  an  Angel,”  and 
“ER.’  She  appeared  with  Shirley  MacLaine 


in  “Waiting  for  the  Light”  (1990)  and  in 
the  television  movies  “How  the  West  Was 
Fun”  (1994)  and  “Chase”  (1995).  She  took 
much  satisfaction  in  narrating  the  1994 
documentary,  “The  Granny  Myth,”  which 
depicted  positive  roles  of  older  women. 

In  1 987,  she  initiated  a drama  program 
called  the  Theater  Inside  for  juvenile  offend- 
ers at  Echo  Glen  Children’s  Center  near 
Snoqualmie,  Washington.  She  put  her  heart 
and  soul  into  this  venture  because  of  her  deep 
conviction  that  these  locked-in  kids  had  the 
same  potentials  as  those  on  the  outside  and 
deserved  a chance  to  experience  a construc- 
tive approach  to  their  problems.  She  was  per- 
sonally involved  in  this  program  for  about 
ten  years  until  her  health  no  longer  permitted 
her  to  carry  on  this  demanding  task,  but  her 
influence  still  permeates  other  creative  pro- 
grams at  Echo  Glen. 

Peg,  a dynamic  force  in  the  founding  of 
the  Woodinville  Repertory  Theatre,  became 
its  artistic  director.  Her  last  stage  appearance 
was  in  the  company’s  production  of  “Bell, 
Book  and  Candle”  in  1999. 

Peg  approached  life  with  enthusiasm 
and  vigor.  Problems  were  challenges  to  deal 
with  creatively  and  with  humor.  She  truly 
enjoyed  people  and  assumed  a friendly  re- 
sponse. Although  drama  was  a very  impor- 
tant part  of  her  life,  flower  gardening  was 
her  passion.  Her  spiritual  grounding  per- 
meated all  of  her  actions.  She  left  a wide 
variety  of  friends  from  all  walks  of  life. 

Her  daughter  Katie  died  from  pancre- 
atic cancer  in  1998  at  the  age  of  54.  Peg  is 
survived  by  daughters,  Elizabeth  Greene  of 
Boise,  Idaho  and  Virginia  Phillips  of 
Everett,  Washington,  four  grandchildren, 
eight  great  grandchildren  and  one  great- 
great  grandchild.  O 

InterMountain  Yearly  Meeting  will 
TAKE  PLACE  AT  GHOST  RANCH,  New 
Mexico,  Sunday  June  8 through  Sunday 
June  15.  Early  Days,  for  seminars  and  retreat 
will  be  Sunday  the  8th,  through  Wednesday 
morning  the  11th. 

Registration  forms  will  be  available 
through  1MYM  Monthly  Meetings  and  Wor- 
ship Groups  in  late  March.  Completed  forms 
will  be  due  April  25th.  If  you  want  a registra- 
tion form  mailed  or  emailed  directly  to  you 
contact: 

Deb  Stucklen, 

IMYM  Registrar 
3349  N.  Chestnut  Av. 

Loveland, 

CO  80538-2527 
stucklen@att.net 
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Quaker  Organizations 
and  Publications 

“There  is  a principle  which  is  pure,  placed  in 
the  human  mind,  which  in  different  places  and 
ages  hath  different  names;  it  is  however  pure 
and  proceeds  from  God.  It  is  deep  and  inward, 
confined  to  no  forms  of  religion,  nor  excluded 
from  any,  where  the  heart  stands  in  perfect  sin- 
cerity. In  whomsoever  this  takes  root  and  grows, 
of  what  nation  soever,  they  become  brethren.” 
[John  Woolman] 

For  subscriptions  and  information,  write: 
Quaker  Universalist  Fellowship,  206 
Shady  Ln,  Lexington,  KY  40503  or  E-mail: 
QUF@ot.com. 


Friends  Journal  has  published 
“Quaker  Thought  and  Life 
Today”  for  nearly  50  years, 
succeeding  periodicals  that  date 
from  the  19th  century.  Learn 
more  about  Quaker  concerns  and  activi- 
ties through  this  monthly  magazine.  Re- 
quest three  free  issues  or  subscribe  now 
(send  $29)  to  get  16  issues  for  the  price  of 
12.  Contact:  Friends  Journal , Dept.  FB, 
1216  Arch  Street,  2a,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107. 
<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 


Quaker  Life — informing  and  equipping 
Friends  around  the  world.  Free  sample 
available  upon  request.  Join  our  family  of 
Friends  for  one  year  (10  issues)  at  $24.  For  in- 
formation contact: 

Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail:  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.fum.org 


Pastoral  Care 

Quarterly  newsletter  provides  insight 
and  guidance  on  topics  vital  to 
unprogrammed  Friends  meetings. 
Each  issue  includes  wisdom  from  an 
experienced  Friend  on  a topic  of 
concern  to  caregivers  and  a firsthand 
story  of  one  meeting’s  experience. 
Sample  copy  and  subscription 
information:  PCN 1515  Cherry 
Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102  or 
steveg@pym.org 
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Vintage  Books,  Quaker  Books.  Rare  and 
out-of-print  journals,  history,  religion.  Contact 
us  for  specific  wants.  181  Hayden  Rowe  St, 
Hopkinton,  MA  01748.  Phone:  508-435-3499. 

E-mail:  vintage@gis.net. 

**** 

Quaker  Writers  and  Artists!  Read  Types 
& Shadows,  the  exciting  newsletter  of  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Quakers  in  the  Arts.  FQA’s  goal: 
To  nurture  and  showcase  the  literary,  visual,  mu- 
sical, and  performing  arts  within  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends,  for  purposes  of  Quaker  ex- 
pression, ministry,  witness,  and  outreach.  To 
these  ends,  we  will  offer  spiritual,  practical,  and 
financial  support  as  way  opens.  Help  build  an 
international  network  of  creative  support  and 
celebration.  Membership  $22/year.  FQA,  Dept. 
FB,  PO  Box  58565,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102. 
E-mail:  fqa@quaker.org.  Web:  http:// 
www.  quaker.  org/fqa/i  ndex . h tm  1 . 

Schools.  Retreat  Centers.  Camps,  and 
Retirement  Homes 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal 
retreats,  family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats, 
and  our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs. 
Among  the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA. 

831-336-8333.  http://www.quakercenter.org. 
**** 

Friends  House  is  a multi-level  retirement 
community  offering  independent  living  apart- 
ments and  houses,  an  assisted  care  living  facility, 
skilled  nursing  and  an  adult  day  services  program 
serving  residents  and  the  wider  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
community.  Located  in  Santa  Rosa,  Friends  House 
is  easily  accessible  to  San  Francisco,  the  Pacific 
Coast,  redwood  forests,  and  the  vineyards  of 
Sonoma  and  Napa  counties.  Friends  House  is 
owned  and  operated  by  Friends  Association  of 
Services  for  the  Elderly  (FASE),  a California  not- 
for-profit  corporation.  The  facility  and  Board  of 
Directors  are  strongly  influenced  by  Quaker  tra- 
ditions. The  welfare  and  growth  of  persons 
within  an  environment  which  stresses  indepen- 
dence is  highly  valued.  Tour  Friends  House  at 
our  website  at  www.friendshouse.org.  Friends 
House,  684  Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 

95409.  707-538-0152. 

***** 

Resident.  Redwood  Forest  Friends 
Meeting,  Santa  Rosa,  CA.  Residents  per- 
forming light  hospitality  and  caretaking  duties 
are  sought  for  a dynamic  Friends  Meeting  north 
of  San  Francisco.  Post  inquiries  to  Resident 
Committee,  RFFM,  Box  1831,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95402. 

**** 

William  J.  Papp  Portland  Friends 
School,  located  in  SW  Portland,  OR.  A small 
Friends  school  for  children,  grades  K-6,  rooted 
in  Quaker  values.  Children  are  provided  with  a 
quality  academic  and  a developmentally  appro- 
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priate  education.  The  school  environment  is  car- 
ing and  nurturing  with  strong  emphasis  on  non- 
violent resolution.  For  information,  contact 
Judy  Smith,  jatesmith@earthlink.net  or  503- 
245-8164. 

**** 

Coming  to  DC?  Stay  with  Friends  on 
Capitol  Hill.  William  Penn  House,  a 
Quaker  Seminar  and  Hospitality  Center  in  beau- 
tiful, historic  townhouse,  is  located  five  blocks 
east  of  the  US  Capitol.  Convenient  to  Union 
Station  for  train  and  METRO  connections. 
Shared  accommodations  including  continental 
breakfast  for  groups  & individuals.  515  East 
Capitol  Street  SE,  Washington,  DC  20003.  E- 
mail:  dirpennhouse@pennsnet.org.  Phone:  202- 
543-5560.  FAX:  202-543-3814.  Interns.  9-12 
month  commitment,  beginning  January,  June, 
or  September.  Assist  with  seminars  and  hospi- 
tality at  William  Penn  House,  5 blocks  from 

US  Capitol.  Room,  board,  and  small  stipend. 
**** 

When  travelling  to  the  Pacific  Northwest,  con- 
sider the  simple  and  economical  travelers’ 
rooms  at  Quaker  House  in  Seattle  (WA). 
Reservations  required:  206-632-9839  or  E- 
mail:  pablopaz@juno.com. 


Concerned (Singles 

links  compatible,  socially  conscious  singles 
who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  racism,  gender  equity, 
and  the  health  of  the  planet. 

Nationwide  / Canada.  All  ages.  Straight/ Gay.  Since  1984. 

free  sample:  ts.  Box  444-FB,  Lenox  Dale,  MA 
01242 

» (413)445-6309 

or  S http://www.concernedsingles.com 


Services 

Single  Book  Lovers  has  been  getting  unat- 
tached people  who  like  to  read  together  since 
1970.  Nationwide  and  run  by  Friends.  SBL, 
Box  74  Swarthmore,  PA  19039. 

SBL@compuserve.com.  800-773-3437. 

* * * * 

Join  the  folks  at  Friendly  Horse  Acres 
for  A day  at  A HORSE  farm.  All  ages  welcome. 
Camps  are  set  up  to  encourage  confidence  in 
people  who  are  fearful  of  horses,  as  well  as  more 
experienced  horse  lovers.  Learn  to  see  the  world 
from  the  horse’s  point  of  view.  Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone:  360-825- 

3628.  E-mail:  ffiendlyhorseacres@excite.com. 
**** 

Practice  Simplicity  by  getting  your  liv- 
ing and  work  space  ORGANIZED!  Friendly, 
professional  organizer  Marian  Rhys  can  help 
you  clean  up  your  physical  or  electronic  clut- 
ter and  set  up  systems  for  keeping  things  or- 
derly. Confidential  and  non-judgmental.  707- 
538-6054. 


Tours  and  Opportunities 

Consider  a Costa  Rica  Study  Tour  Janu- 
ary and  July  2003  and  January  2004  Visit 
the  Quaker  community  of  Monteverde.  See 
the  cloud  forest  and  two  oceans.  Write  Sarah 
Stuckey,  Apdo  46-5655,  Monteverde,  Costa 
Rica.  Phone/FAX:  01  1 506-645-5436  or  520- 
364-8694  or  E-mail:  crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 

website:  www.crstudytours.com 

**** 

Consider  the  Arizona  Friends  Commu- 
nity FOR  YOUR  NEXT,  OR  YOUR  SECOND, 
home.  360  degree  mountain  views,  4,000  ft 
elevation,  often  near  perfect  weather  among 
good  friends.  Write  Roy  Joe  and  Ruth 
Stuckey,  6567  N San  Luis  Obispo  Drive, 
Douglas,  AZ  85607.  Website: 
arizonafriends.com. 

**** 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request  as- 
sistance from  David  Brown,  a Quaker  Re- 
altor. David  will  refer  you  to  a real  estate  pro- 
fessional to  assist  you  with  buying  and/or  selling 
a home  anywhere  in  the  USA.  E-mail: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 

***** 

Quaker  Writers  and  Would-be  Writ- 
ers, Editors,  Publishers,  and  Website 
Designers  are  invited  to  join  Quakers  Unit- 
ing in  Publishing  (QUIP)  an  international  or- 
ganization of  theologically  diverse  Friends  con- 
cerned with  the  ministry  of  the  written  word 
who  meet  for  consultation  and  mutual  encour- 
agement. It  provides  (in  a cooperative  manner) 
marketing  services,  funds  special  projects,  and 
organizes  gatherings.  Next  annual  meeting: 
April  24-27,  2003,  Birmingham,  England. 
Topic:  early  Quaker  writing  and  history.  Con- 
tact Graham  Gamer:  grahamg@fgcquaker.org. 

Website:  http://www.quaker.org/quip. 

**** 

Santa  Fe  Friends  Meeting  seeks  resi- 
dent. Mature,  hospitable  Friend  for  a two- 
year  term,  beginning  9/2003.  Commitment  to 
Quakerism  and  service.  Send  for  information: 
Search  Committee,  SFMMF,  630  Canyon 
Road,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87501;  505/983.7241. 
Application  deadline  June  30th. 


Advertising  Rates.  $.45  per  word  for 
classifed  ads.  Minimum  charge,  $9.  Box 
ads:  10%  extra.  Ads  should  be  prepaid, 
if  possible.  Deadline:  six  weeks  prior  to 
publication.  Display  ads:  $15  per  column 
inch.  V*  page  ad  (4  x AVi):  $95 — 1 column 
ad  (2!4  x 10):  $130 — 2 column  ad  (5  x 10): 
$225 — Vi  page  ad  (7%  x 4V2):  $160— Full 
page  (7%  x 10):  $295.  Discounts:  10%  for 
3 consecutive  appearances,  25%  for  10 
consecutive  appearances  of  ad 
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Special  Trial  Offer: 

Half-year  intro  subscription  to  Friends  Bulletin 

only  $2* 

*with  purchase  of  a Western  Quaker  Reader.  Half-year  trial  subscription  is  regularly  $6.  A great  gift  for  a new  member, 

attender,  or  student. 

Two-year  subscription  only  $39 


NEW:  Islam  from  a 
Quaker  Perspective 


Anthony  Manousos  and  his  wife  Kathleen  along  with  Dr.  Hass  an  Butt  and  his  family  with  whom 
they  celebrated  “Eul  Mubarak,  ” the  closing  ceremony  of  Ramadan. 


After  September  11,  2001,  Anthony  Manousos  fasted  during  Ramadan  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the  Muslim 
community  and  the  practice  of  Islam.  This  pamphlet  exlores  the  spirituality  of  fasting,  examine  the  Islamic  faith  in 
relation  to  Friends’  testimonies  and  provides  a brief  overview  of  Quaker  involvement  in  the  Middle  East.  An  ideal 
resource  for  study  groups  and  for  interfaith  dialogue.  24  pages.  $4  each.  5 or  more,  $3  each,  including  postage 


A Western  Quaker  Reader 
is  the  first  historical  work 
about  Western  Quakerism 
written  from  the  view- 
point of  Independent 
Friends.  It  provides  vivid, 
first-person  testimonies 
by  Friends  involved  in  the 
“reinvention”  of  Quaker- 
ism in  the  Western  USA 
from  the  1930s  to  the 
present.  354  pp.  paper. 
$20  (inch  postage). 


Please  send  check  made  out  to  “ Friends  Bulletin'’  to  3303  Raintree  Ave,  Torrance, 
CA  90505: 

$20  for  A Western  Quaker  Reader.  (Includes  postage  and  handling) 

$21  for  half-year  magazine  subscription  plus  A Western  Quaker  Reader. 

$6  for  half-year  introductory  subscription. 

$39  for  two-year  subscription. 

$25  individual  renewal.  (Group  subscribers  must  go  through  their  Meeting 

clerk  or  liaison.) 

$4  for  Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective  by  Anthony  Manousos.  5 or  more: 

$3  each.  (Inch  postage) 

$2  each  for  bumper  stickers  (inch  postage) 

Your  name 

Street 

City State Zip 


E-mail 


Meeting. 
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The  Resident  Study  Program 

Our  Resident  Study  Program  remains  a unique  experiment  in  adult 
education — a place  to  gain  knowledge  and  insight  while  deepening  your 
awareness  of  God  and  of  your  own  path  in  the  world. 

All  the  components  of  this  innovative  program — engaging  classes,  daily 
worship,  communal  work,  shared  meals,  social  action,  community  activities — 
interconnect  to  form  an  experience  that  is  greater  than  the  sum  of  its  parts. 

Residents  may  pursue  a variety  of  projects  during  their  time  at  Pendle 
Hill.  Our  proximity  to  Philadelphia  as  well  as  our  close  relationship  with 
Swarthmore  College  provide  a diversity  of  resources  for  residents.  Endowed 
scholarships  may  be  available  for  some  special  topics. 


Projects  by  Resident  Program  Participants 

r Children's  storybook  writing,  for  publication. 

^ Pottery  exhibit.  Spiritual  Openings,  exhibited  throughout  the  U.S. 

Research  on  historical  leadership  by  women  in  Quaker  education, 
r Writing,  Combating  Contemporary  Forms  of  Slavery,  for  publication. 


W&j  Cowb&t  to  Irjill — 

"I  knew  my  time  at  Pendle  Hill 
would  yield  rich  results  from  research, 
at  nearby  Quaker  libraries,  on  the 
historical  relationship  of  African 
Americans  and  Quakers.  It  was  an 
honor  to  be  the  Henry  J.  Cadbury 
Scholar  for  that  work.  What  I hadn't 
anticipated  were  the  great  blessings 
of  being  with  others  committed  to 
lives  of  purpose  and  passion  and 
with  gifted  teachers  who,  as  partners  in  listening  and  speaking,  led 
me  to  a deeper  and  richer  relationship  with  the  loving  presence  of  God." 

—Donna  McDaniel,  resident  student  and 
Henry  J.  Cadbury  scholar  at  Pendle  Hill,  2001-2002, 
co-author,  with  Vanessa  Julye,  of  an  upcoming  book  on 
the  historical  relationship  between  African-Americans  and  Quakers. 


Contact  Bobbi  Kelly  to  find  out  more: 

800.742.3150  (U.S.  only)  ext.  137 
610.566.4507  ext.  137 
admissions@pendlehill.org 


Collage  and  painting  exhibit  on  ecology  and 
the  Spirit. 

sr  Development  of  workshops  on  pastoral  care 
for  Quakers,  economic  justice,  spiritual  nurture, 
and  many  others. 

W Writing  for  and  editing  Peace  Teams  News,  a 
publication  of  Friends  Peace  Teams. 


fan 
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2003-2004  Term  Dates 

Autumn:  September  26-December  13 
Winter:  January  2-March  13 
Spring:  March  26-June  5 


Pendle  Hill 

A Quaker  Center  for  Study  and  Contemplation 
338  Plush  Mill  Road  • Wallingford,  PA  19063 
www.pendlehill.org 


HAS  THEE  RENEWED  THY  SUBSCRIPTION? 


<02002  Coleman  Watts 


